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President’s Message

UPCOMING PROGRAMS Alex Dezubay, PE
Last month I asked our Lehigh Valley member
11/12/2019 LVPSPE Chapter meeting, and current PSPE President Mike Basta for PSPE’s
400 Boulder Drive, Breinigsville, PA answer to the question “Why should a PE join
NSPE and PSPE?” Mike pointed me to NSPE’s
website

https://www.nspe.org/membership/member-
benefits. While none of these NSPE benefits
alone are reasons to join, together they make a
case to join or maintain membership.

NSPE offers:

e Fifteen free courses on-line all are offered
with PDHs.

e Communities to connect with colleagues to
share knowledge.

e Continuing education courses including
webinars and live events.

e Networking opportunities through blogs,
conferences and state and local chapters.

e Advocacy and Outreach to promote the
engineering and licensing by tracking

PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY legislation and interacting with lawmakers.
OF Ar:jvocahcy also reaches ouiéjto I;ﬁ/\OlI.lngl‘]people
through MATHCOUNTS and scholarship
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS programs.
e PE magazine is published six times per year;
LEHIGH VALLEY CHAPTER it offers commentary on licensing, ethics,
(ORGANIZED 1935) employment, legislative and regulatory
matters that impact engineers.
CARBON, LEHIGH, MONROE, & NORTHAMPTON COUNTIES ° NSPE _]Ob board pUinCizeS JOb Openings.

e Benefit partners includes discounts on
publications and standard contract
documents.

PSPE employs Wanner Associates in Harrisburg to
advance the interests of the engineering
profession in Harrisburg with our state legis-
lators. More on these state benefits later.


https://www.nspe.org/membership/member-benefits
https://www.nspe.org/membership/member-benefits
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Remarks by 2019-2020 PSPE
President, Michael Basta, 2019 PSPE
Conference, September 20, 2019

Good evening, I am very excited and humbled to
be standing here tonight as your new president.
I truly hope that I can uphold the legacy of the
hardworking, dedicated presidents who have
preceded me.

I also want to thank the past and present board
members. I have enjoyed working with you on
various projects and look forward to vyour
continued support and assistance during the
upcoming year. Thank you for your service and
contributions.

This conference would not have been possible
without the hard work and dedication of our
conference committee and Jennifer Summers and
her team. They work behind the scenes to
secure speakers, plan programs, and ensure that
we have great facilities. To each of you, thank
you.

Our president for the past year was Steven J.
Novotny. | thank you for your leadership, dedi-
cation and strategic planning. You have made
great strides for the organization during your

tenure and I hope to continue to build on that
progress.

As most of you know, Steve is a graduate of Pitt
and I am a graduate of Penn State, but we work
well together and get along 364 days a year.
However, there is one day each fall when we are
mortal enemies; the day of the Penn State - Pitt
football game! So, what was the final score of the
game last week, Steve?

My grandparents were immigrants from Italy and
arrived in the United States through Ellis Island
in 1902. They spoke very little English, but
managed to build a home, raise a family, and
become citizens. They would have been so proud
to know that their grandson had become a
professional engineer and that he was elected
PSPE PRESIDENT!

Within the last year, the NSPE adopted a change
to the code of ethics to the professional
obligations for professional engineers. This code
now reads that Engineers shall treat all persons
with dignity, respect, fairness, and without
discrimination. I truly believe that PSPE
members fulfill those obligations daily and
provide an excellent example for other
professions. They provide a wonderful example
of the meaning of professional engineer.

As your new President I want to focus on two
areas of concern that continue to be a challenge
across the state.

First, there is a need to increase the number of
professional engineers participating in the Society
and also increasing the number of new engineers
obtaining their professional licenses. Currently
we have professional engineering chapters at
Wilkes, Penn State, and Villanova Universities.
These organizations support, encourage and
inform engineering student in achieving their
goals and encourages them to obtain their
licenses. I recently spoke with a young woman
just beginning her engineering career after
graduating from a university. She said that no
one had even spoken to her about the
advantages of getting a professional license! 1
am hoping that we can change that by organizing
chapters at other universities.

Continued on page 3
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My second goal is to continue our efforts to
protect and maintain the integrity of our licenses.
It is important for us to continue to work with
regulatory agencies, local and state officials, and
the general public to ensure that standards are
not reduced. It is our responsibility to inform
both officials and the public that professional
engineers are needed to protect public health,
safety and welfare. We must protect the License.
We must continue to encourage other
professional organization to work with us as they
do in other states for common cause. This is not
just the job of our officers and board, but the role
of every member of every chapter. Take the
time to communicate at every opportunity with
the general public and our legislators.

Over the next year. I hope to attend local chapter
meetings. I hope that these meetings will
provide an opportunity for you to voice your
concerns and share your ideas.

I will leave you with this thought:

Resolve to be tender with the young,
Compassionate with the aged,

Sympathetic with the striving,

Tolerant of the weak and the wrong.

Sometime in life you will have been all of these!

Thank you very much.

As the 2019 conference comes to an end I hope
you enjoyed the meeting with fellow engineers.
And that you gained new knowledge to apply to
your profession.

Thank You

When I'm in a slump, I comfort myself by saying
if I believe in dinosaurs, then somewhere, they
must be believing in me. And if they believe in
me, then I can believe in me. Then I bust out.
-Mookie Wilson

You can get a lot farther with a kind word and a
gun than you can with a kind word alone.
-Al Capone.

A Foodie in Israel
Alfred Gruenke, PE

One of the pleasures of international travel is to
be able to partake of the various cuisines the
countries of the world have to offer. In the
United States we are blessed with many foods
with an international flavor, but there is nothing
better than going to the source, the home of the
many varieties of fuel that keeps us alive.

First the disclaimer. I'm a foodie. I like food and
make no apologies for it. I have also on occasion
enjoyed squeezings of grapes, and fermentations
and brewings of various grains. I firmly believe
one should never eat on an empty stomach;
there is a sound engineering reason for this. If
food falls into an empty stomach it could damage
the lining. With food present the food acts as a
“rock box”, softening the blow, and reducing the
possibility of damage. Isn't rationalization
wonderful? My waistline and gravitational
attraction are a testament to my passion!

I've been to fifty countries or so, and there have
been very few places that I didn't like the food.
Notable exceptions have been Mongolian food
and Nigerian pepper soup. The former had
seasoning that just didn't appeal to me and the
latter was so hot it was akin to eating burning
napalm.

When we think of Israel we normally think of
Jerusalem, Mosque of Agsa, Bethlehem, and
other places that are sacred to three religions.
We normally don't think of Israel as an epicurean
destination, because it's not. At least not
“official” cuisine.

Most of the world’s foods have at least a
modicum of spices to give the base food some
flavor. The heritage of traditional Israeli cooking
is Russian, that huge country that somehow
managed to evade the import of spices that most
of Europe has enjoyed since the Middle Ages.

I was staying in a local hotel in Beersheba, the
location of Abraham’s well and a bit of a back-
water. The hotel restaurant’s cuisine was tradi-
tional. The waiter placed a hunk of meat and a

Continued on page 14
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SCHOLARSHIP SPONSORS

A great way to be involved in the LVPSPE Chapter
is to contribute to the LVPSPE SCHOLARSHIP
FUND. Please Contact the Valley Engineer Editor
to sponsor scholarships for the remainder of the
calendar year.

If you would like to contribute in any amount -
please send your TAX DEDUCTIBLE donation to
PA ENGINEERING FUND. Donations should be
mailed to:

LVPSPE
P.O. Box 3441
Allentown, PA 18106

Please note “LVPSPE Scholarship Fund” on the
comment line.

Or, you may also contribute via the LVPSPE
website http://www.lvpspe.org/Donations.

Scholarship application is at
http://www.lvpspe.org/Scholarships. Any
questions regarding scholarships can be directed
to

Alex Dezubay, PE
610-597-2007
Scholarship@LVPSPE.org

PSPE SCHOLARSHIPS

The Pennsylvania Engineering Foundation
currently administers the following scholarships
for engineering students:

Undergraduate
e $1,000 PEF Grant: (2 awards)

Upperclassman
e $2,000 Pennsylvania Engineering Foundation
Grant

Applications and guidelines are on-line now at
http://www.pspe.org/scholarships

2018 - 2019 LVPSPE
SCHOLARSHIP DONORS

Graduate
American Society of Civil Engineers

Lehigh Valley ASCE, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.
Lutron Electronics Co., Inc.

Coopersburg, PA

Senior

FLSmidth, Inc.
Bethlehem, PA

PPL Corporation
Allentown, PA

Victaulic Company
Easton, PA

Junior
Barry Isett & Associates
Allentown, Phoenixville, Hazleton, Wilkes-Barre,
Liberty Property Trust
Bethlehem, PA
Mary Rooney/EnviroAce
Allentown, PA
Millenium Electro-Hydraulics Services
Whitehall, PA
Pennoni Associates, Inc.
Bethlehem, PA
The Pidcock Company
Allentown, PA

Sophomore
Borton Lawson Engineering

Bethlehem, PA
Bosch-Rexroth
Bethlehem, PA
Hanover Engineering Associates
Bethlehem, PA
Mass Mutual Financial Group
Center Valley, PA
Monarch Precast Concrete Corporation
Allentown, PA
Newton Engineering
Allentown, PA
Rettew
Lancaster, PA

Continued on page 13


http://www.lvpspe.org/Donations
http://www.lvpspe.org/Scholarships
mailto:Scholarship@LVPSPE.org
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Johann F. Szautner, DI P.EP.LS.

CIVIL & FORENSIC ENGINEERING

{ 1775 Euclid Avenue
Bethlehem, PA 180182112

Phone: 6102163918
forensicengincerszautner®verizon.net

Civil Forensic Peruzzi

‘jR Penmu

u«inl lmmm

» Municipal Engineering Office Locations
« Structural Engineering

Bethlehem 610.691.5644
+ Mechanical Engineering
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New Service! ° 5 Ovp il

ALLENTOWN BETHLEHEM
1601 West Tighman Street 123 East Broad Street L a W S O n
Allentown, PA 18104 Bethiehem, PA 18018
484223301 610.865.9946
M-F 8am.-6pm Sat 8am-2pm M-F 730am-5:30pm

EASTON DESALES UNIVERSITY
661 South 25 Street 2755 Station Ave
Easton, PA 18045 Center Valiey, PA 18034
610.923.9266 610.262 1100 x1201
M-F 8am-8pm Sat 8am-2pm M-Th Sam-5pm Sat Sam-4pm

N A LV.COR —=

> UNITEDSTATES  FULL SERVICE PROUDLY SUPPORTS
POSTAL SERVICE. CONTRACT UNITS MATHCOUNTS and the
NOW AT OUR ALLENTOWN & EASTON STORES LVPSPE Scholarship Program

(t) ‘ KOE’N 484.821.0470 | borton-lawson.com
ENGINEERING

FIRE PROTECTION CONSULTING
Donald J. Kohn, P.E.

Principal 4220 Mountain Road v
Macungie, PA 18062
KohnEngineering@ptd.net  www.KohnEngineering.con

Phone 610-967-4766 Fax: 610-967-6468 =\ [0 /7 = A N
DEVELOPMEN'T

Business C L and Coaching
fwalsh@deilendev.com (484) 893-0085

Michael F. Basta, PE

Bazella Group

Kevin Campbell, PE

Alfred Gruenke, PE

William Erdman. PE
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CIVIL ENGINEERING

LAND PLANNING /,_)
ARCHITECTURE Pennoni
LAND SURVEYING
PENNONI ASSOCIATES INC.
CONSULTING ENGINEERS

St T o PROVIDING ENGINEERING
Oxford Drive at Fish Hatchery Road
2451 Parkwood Drive SERVICES SINCE 1966

Allentcwn, Pennsylvania

18 02_3ANR . ¢ - t
18.03-2808 Construction Services
Energy & Sustainability
TELEPHONE 610.761.2252 Environmental
TELEFACSIMILE 6.0-701-12%6 Geotechnical
EMALL: info@pidecchaompany com Kdcat G
WEESTE: wrara pidcockeompany.com La oratory T(““ng

Landscape Architecture
Materials Testing & Inspection
MEP
Municipal
Planning
Site Design

I{Iﬂ“’l\h “ " Structural
) Engineers, environmental Survey & Geomatics

We answer to you. ti
consultants, surveyors, \\’T'ta”?;f‘mlﬂ"on
— ; ; Vater/Wastewater
- site designers, and safety 3 =

advisors committed to

sustainable development
RETTEN and resource conservation.

B
2%

Three City Center
515 W. Hamilton Street, Suite 508
Allentown, PA 18101

610-866-8330
rettew.com | [BO

PENNSYLVANIA

Conshohocken « Lancaster
Lehigh Valley « Mechanicsburg
Pittsburgh « State College 2041 Avenue C, Suite 100, Bethle

Williamsport 61 0-231 -0600 | www. pennom.com
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Allentown * Phoenixville « Doylestown
HaZMAON + Wilkes-Barre » SUroudsburg

@ varryisencomicurent-openings

'g THE MORNING CALL

Proud to be named
a top workplace
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associatess

LT UV AVATAAAD R TIILL UL TWAL S

% EnviroAce ~ Certified WBE
Mary Rooney, P.E.

Environmental Consultant

2940 Fairfield Drive

Allentown, PA 18103 610-437-0701
Rooney @EnviroAce.com (fax) 610-437-0703
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=< LUTRON.

Develop Your Career with Us

I've been a part of Lutron for 3% years.

Jamie McMahon (Electrical Engineering Major)
Design and Development Engineer

At Lutron, we've besn designing and manufacturing
energy-saving ght control solutions since 1961,

Our success depands on your success. Join Lutron's
Innovation Leadership Program and you'll develop the skills
and knowladge neadad 1o win in the world of innovation.

» Immediately join an enginesring development team
Raceive formal mentor support
+ Collaborate ragularly with business unit managers

and directors
* Acquire real-wordd experience through fisld assignments
+ Foster rslationshipe with Lutron’s global customers

.

Key opportunities include:

Engineering —Bectrical, Mechanical,
Computer, Software,
Manufacturing,
Industrial, Architectural

Science —Physics, Chemistry, Math

Opportunities are also avadable in sales leadership and
$ekd enginwenng leadership —hiring all majors.

ﬁ a Dynamic keypad in Black

To learn more about how you
can be a part of our future vist

www.lutron.com/careers o B O & onvonts
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Since 1919, Victaulic has been
*. the world’s leading producer
| = of pipe joining solutions.
¥ 1, “{a . Our products are used in the
SR most recognizable landmarks,
"” from the Hoover Dam to Egypt’s
Alexandria Library, making bold
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Backed by 1,800 + patents, Victaulic is committed to our customers’ needs, providing
solutions for your design challenges. We draw it, train on it and certify the installation,
all while utilizing best-in-class technology. From concept through construction, we
ensure your project runs efficiently as possible.

Engineering Solutions:

e Construction Piping Services (CPS) helps reduce risk and increase reliability
for a smoother project experience.

» BIM Software keeps communication and collaboration in sync.

e Propriety truck loading software saves time and confusion on the job with
phased product schematics.

victaulic.com

K ' You +
in Tube
VICTAULIC IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF VICTAULIC COMPANY,

© 2014 VICTAULIC COMPANY. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED,
Victaulic
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Proud to Honor our Engineers
inthe Lehigh Valley & Around the Glohe

Engineering is what we do at FLSmidth. As a world leader in
providing equipment and services to the cement and minerals
industries, our success begins with our engineers who plan and
design the systems and equipment for which our customers rely.

2040 Avenue C - Bethlehem, PA 18017 - www.flsmidth.com

11
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LOCAL ROOTS,
GLOBAL REACH

From Pennsylvania’s small towns and the busy streets of Louisville, Kentucky,
to the rolling countryside of Wales in the U.K., the people of PPL Corporation
are helping to power progress in the communities we serve.

PPLWEB.COM
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Internet Addresses Secretary:
Chris Williams, PE, LEED AP

Secretary@LVPSPE.org 610-398-0904

National Society of Professional Engineers
www.NSPE.org

Pennsylvania Society of Professional Treasurer:
Engineers Ray Szczucki, PE
Treasurer@LVPSPE.org 610-614-1245

www.PSPE.org
Lehigh Valley Chapter - PSPE
www.LVPSPE.org

2019 - 2020 State Officers

Immediate Past President:
Brian Kutz, PE 610-395-6561
PastPresident@LVPSPE.org

Chapter Directors:

State Director Frank Walsh, PE
Peter Staffeld PhD, PE, F.NSPE Directors@LVPSPE.org
StateDirector@LVPSPE.org 215-536-7075

) Mary Rooney
Alt. State Director Directors@LVPSPE.org
Angelicaka Fordran, PE

610-997-6659 Alexa Rooney, EIT
VP Northeast: Directors@LVPSPE.org
Marleen Troy, PE, PhD

570-408-4615

- . . 2018 - 2019 LVPSPE
Board of Direction Meetings SCHOLARSHIP DONORS

The monthly Board of Direction meetings are (continued)

6:00 PM on the second (2"%) Monday of each
month. Open to all members; they are held
at the office of Liberty Property Trust, 74 W.

Freshmen
Alfred Gruenke, PE
Civil & Forensic Engineering

Broad Street, Suite 240, Bethlehem, PA. Bethlehem, PA
Deilen Development
2019 - 2020 Chapter Officers Kohn Engineering
Macungie, PA
. R. Peruzzi, Inc.
President: Bethlehem, PA
Alex Dezubay, PE
President@LVPSPE.org 610-997-6659 Contributors
Michael F. Basta, PE
Vice President: Bazella Group
Jeff Kutz, PE William Erdman, PE
VicePresident@LVPSPE.org 610-597-2007 Kevin Campbell, PE

Keystone Consulting Engineers
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Financial strategies
for people who rely
on people.
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Insurance Reprasentative of Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company
(MassMutual), Springfield, MA 0111 1-0001, and ts affiliated US Insurance companies.
Local firms are sales offices of MassMutual, and are not subsidiaries of MassMutual
or its affiiated companies. Insurance products are issued by MassMutual, Springfield,
MA 01111, and its subsidiaries, CM. Life Insurance Company and MML Bay State
Life Insurance Company. Enfield, CT 06082. Nermin Ferhadbegovic is a Registared
Representative of and securities offered through MML Investors Services, LLC, Member
SIPC and a MassMutual subsidiary. Supervisory Office: 220 Gibraltar Road, Suite 350,
Horsharn, PA 19044, 215-441-8200. CRN202012-222789

boiled potato in the plate, beaming with pride at
the opulence of the offering. And I didn’t pack
any hot sauce! 1 ate there until I found alter-
natives which, fortunately, were plentiful and
close. Israelis come from a multitude of coun-
tries, and many of them have opened up small
restaurants. My favorite was one that had
Romanian food. Also, one cannot tour Israel
without trying pita bread stuffed with various
meats and vegetables. I also enjoyed the
offerings of various Palestinian restaurants in the
area, especially their salads.

Wine and vineyards have been a tradition in
Israel since ancient times and have continued to
this day. According to a religious teacher I once
had wine was commonly drunk because the
water in Israel tasted so bad. A popular brand,
“Avdad”, is named after a mountain top fortress
that withstood a 27-year siege by Cleopatra’s
army. The label was in English except for a
phrase “And there is no possibility of (Hebrew
writing)”. I questioned that and was told that it is
a guarantee that the grapes are from vines that
are at least three years old. Apparently there

14
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Digital Transformation

Whether it's for Mobile Applications, Machinery Applications and
Engineering, or Factory Automation, companies worldwide trust Bosch
Rexroth to provide i i plete system

and expert services, drawing on our portfolio of precise, proven, energy-
efficient hydraulics, electric drives and controls, and linear motion and
assembly technologies. It's what we do. We Move. You Win

Congratulations to all of the LVPSPE scholarship recipients!

rexroth

A Bosch Company

www.boschrexroth-us.com

is a religious taboo to wine from young vines.
The wine was pretty good. Also, Christian
Brothers monks have a monastery in Emaus,
located along the Tel Aviv-Jerusalem highway.
Surrounded by vineyards, its main industry is
wine making and a shop that sells to the public.
That wine was pretty good too.

Christian Brothers Monastery - “On the road to Emaus”

Continued on page 15



Valley Engineer | 2019

I went to the monastery for Easter church servi-
ces, but even though they had a chapel they
weren’t geared up for public services. Instead I
went to Kaiser Wilhelm’s Retterkirche, a short
distance from the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in
Jerusalem. They served wine and pita bread for
Communion.

The local liqueur is called “Sabra” which is as
good as or better than traditional liqueurs from
France. “Sabra” is the name given to Israelis
born in Israel. Unfortunately, this is not available
here in Pennsylvania.

The local beer, brand name “Maccabee”, was
pretty good, as was “Gold Star”, a franchise of
Budweiser.

As I stated before, the standard hotel restaurant
fare was pretty bland, except for breakfast.

That greatest (and only) culinary invention of
Britain, ham or bacon and fried eggs with toast
for breakfast was not on the menu, so I ate what
was offered. Pickled herring and rye bread,
tomatoes and bell peppers in a salad along with
coffee. Sometimes, for a treat, we had lox and
rye bread. This to me it was manna from
heaven! When I was growing up pickled herring,
lox, and rye bread was a special treat; eating it
daily put me in “hog’s heaven” so to speak. I still
enjoy such fare on occasion for lunch, with a cup
of coffee.

Things changed during Passover. Instead of rye
bread we were given crackers that had the flavor
of unsalted cardboard. Furthermore, eons ago
some wise man who was obviously a teetotaler
and a sadist decreed that beer was akin to leaven
bread, so everyone had to abstain during Pass-
over. Liqueur and wine were acceptable, but
beer was not. Fortunately, the gas station
outside of town sold six packs in aluminum cans,
as God intended beer to be quaffed.

So what was the result of my somewhat esoteric
diet? My tour in Israel was for ten weeks. I lost
ten pounds, was slimmer, had more energy, and
felt great!

I came home and landed at JFK airport in New
York. A driver picked me up to take me home.
For some reason he drove through Manhattan,

15

where I spotted a sidewalk hot dog vendor. I got
out of the car and told the driver to drive around
the block then pick me up. Two hot dogs with
sauerkraut and mustard and a can of Coke
revived my latent gourmand taste buds. Life is
good.

Aglass.of beer'shoriens
vnur life'hy .one minute,
“aglass.ofwine by
two mmutes and'a dav
of wurk Dv Seven s
10 ten hours.
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