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UPCOMING PROGRAMS

e November 22, 2016, Lutron Electronics
Company Tour, Coopersburg
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e February 11, 2017, Mathcounts®,
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Week Banquet, Holiday Inn, Breinigsville
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The new scholarship donor year has begun, and
so has our fundraising efforts for our Scholarship
Fund and MATHCOUNTS. Again, we ask our local
businesses and individuals to contribute to this
worthy effort. And again, I have emotional highs
and lows as the season progresses. Will the es-
tablished contributors continue to step up? Have
I, or our organization, done anything to annoy
them? Will new contributors enter the fold? Some
sponsors have had economic downturns; how will
that affect their contributions?

Most of our previous contributors have been con-
tacted and solicitation information has been sent
to them, and checks have already been received.
It's difficult to establish if the first contributor
was Bridge Gap Engineering, or Lehigh White
Cement, with a $500.00 contribution via PayPal.
The latter is a new contributor, so special thanks
to Larry Rowland for his efforts!

The donor letter is attached at the end of this
Newsletter. Please consider having your firm, or
you, donate to this worthy cause.

Important future events for our Chapter are as
follows: November 22, Lutron Electronics
Company Tour; December 15, Holiday party;
and MATHCOUNTS, February 11 at Southern
Lehigh High School.

Continued on page 2



Valley Engineer | 2016

I consider engineering to be a noble profession.
Whether spoken or unspoken, the purpose of
engineering is to use scientific and mathematical
principles to create a practical object, for the
betterment of the community-at-large. Our new
President of PSPE, John A. Nawn, PE, FNSPE,
from the Delaware Chapter, has written an
excellent article in the PE Reporter on the
necessity of professional licensing, and attacks by
various state legislatures to water down (dumb
down?) licensing requirements, or to eliminate
them entirely!

The only involvement most of us have with the
National Society of Professional Engineers is our
annual dues. But our Lehigh Valley Chapter is
part of the Pennsylvania Society of Professional
Engineers, and the National Society of Profes-
sional Engineers. There are state societies in all
of the 50 states, each of which have unique
licensing requirements.

John makes the case that the purpose of profess-
sional licensing is to ensure that significant en-
gineering projects have to involve competent
engineers. Licenses ensures competency. Bridges
should not fall down and power lines should
transmit power. A mere engineering degree (or
less) is not enough. Quoting John, I do not ever
remember taking a pledge or swearing an oath to
protect public health, safety and welfare when 1
received either of my engineering degrees. I did,
however, agree to hold public health, safety and
welfare paramount above all other considerations
when I became a professional engineer.”

John lays out a plan to increase the relevance
and “clout” of Professional Engineers by becom-
ing more active on all levers, especially in the
politically sphere.

“As professional engineers, we recognize the
existence of a higher purpose to what we do. You
could say, therefore, that we have a duty to the
public to strengthen our organization, to speak
louder and collectively protect the professional
practice of engineering in the Commonwealth.
“This is a call to action. I am assembling the
militia as we meet in the shadow of Valley Forge
in the cradle of our very liberty. Stand with me.
Stand with us. And help change the discussion.”
Please go to http://www.pspe.org/pspe-
news/2016-pspe-presidential-address/ for the
complete article.

Social Still Tour

Situated on the South side of East 37 Street in
South Bethlehem, across from and between what
was once Bethlehem Steel headquarters and their
Engineering building, stands a square, small,
neo-classical building that looks like a bank, solid
and respectable. That's because it used to be a
bank, the Gosztonyi Savings and Trust, built in
1919, the beginning of Prohibition. The building
has been placed on the National Register of His-
toric Places. John and Rozi Gosztonyi were from
Slovakia, and served the diverse ethnic groups
that was South Bethlehem and Bethlehem Steel.
Rozi Gosztonyi in 1921 became the first woman
bank president in Pennsylvania.

The only remnant of its use as a bank is the
vault, now used to store whiskey barrels.

Whiskey barrel storage. There is more barrel
storage in the basement.

The building now houses Social Still, making and
serving hand crafted distilled spirits on-site, and
a restaurant.

Around 25 LVPSPE members and guests toured
the distillery on a cool autumn evening,
enthusiastically guided by the owner, Adam Flatt.
Adam comes from a wine-making family. He also
owns Franklin Winery in Bangor. His mother,
Elaine, gave a rousing presentation to the
Chapter a few years ago, in the Brew Works
building in Bethlehem.

Continued on page 3
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Adam produces vodka, gin, rum, bourbon, and
rye whiskey on the premises. He prides himself
on his Bethlehem and regional heritage. 80% of
the raw material, wheat, corn and rye, is from
local farmers. Malted barley is imported from
Ireland. The grain comes in fifty pound bags and
has to be carried by hand. There is no forklift or a
loading dock.

Every step of the process is manually controlled.
There are no computer controlled valves, heat
exchangers, or automatic timers. Adam puts
marks on the valves to duplicate previous set-
tings. Consequently, there is an individuality to
each batch of spirits. Quoting Adam, “You can't
do this without science, but you can't do it well
without art.”

The process is generally simple. Grain and yeast
and water are mixed, and allowed to ferment in a
tank. When the alcohol content is around ten to
twelve percent, the alcohol kills the yeast and the
process stops. The mixture is then heated in the
still, which looks remarkably like a fractional dis-
tillation column as used in the petroleum and cry-
ogenic industries. The alcohol is boiled off, and
then condensed. Flavoring is added for the
various products.

Adam Flatt, explaining the fine art
of making whiskey.

The vodka distillation tower, behind the bar.

Colored spirits are produced by storing the clear
liquor in white oak barrels which are charred on
the inside. This can take years. The barrels may
be used only once. Adam then uses the used
barrels in his winery to age wine.

Water is added to reduce the alcohol content.
Fortunately, Bethlehem has outstanding city
water, a remnant of Bethlehem Steel’s usage of
one million gallons a day. Social Still further
purifies the water with filters that look much like
swimming pool filters, and a reverse osmosis
apparatus.

Bottles are filled manually. Each label is hand-
marked with bottle number, batch number, and
alcohol percentage.

Social Still sells what it makes, both by the drink
and in bottles. It does not have a Pennsylvania
liquor license, so it can only sell what it makes,
plus beer and wine from micro-breweries and
wineries in Pennsylvania. Various restaurants in
the area and in Philadelphia serve Social Still
products. Bottles may be purchased in very
select Liquor Control Board State stores, and on
the premises.

Continued on page 15
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SCHOLARSHIP SPONSORS

A great way to be involved in the LVPSPE Chapter
is to contribute to the LVPSPE SCHOLARSHIP
FUND. Please Contact the Valley Engineer Editor
to sponsor scholarships for the remainder of the
calendar year.

If you would like to contribute in any amount -
please send your TAX DEDUCTIBLE donation to
PA ENGINEERING FUND. Donations should be
mailed to:

LVPSPE
P.O. Box 3441
Allentown, PA 18106

Please note “LVPSPE Scholarship Fund” on the
comment line.

Or, you may contribute via the LVPSPE website
http://www.lvpspe.org/Donations.

Scholarship application is at
http://www.lvpspe.org/Scholarships. Any
questions regarding scholarships can be directed
to

Alex Dezubay, PE
610-597-2007
Scholarship@LVPSPE.org

PSPE SCHOLARSHIPS

The Pennsylvania Engineering Foundation
currently administers the following scholarships
for engineering students:

Undergraduate
e $1,000 PEF Grant: (two awards)

Upperclassman
e $2,000 Pennsylvania Engineering Foundation
Grant

Applications and guidelines are on-line now at
http://www.pspe.org/scholarships

2015 - 2016 LVPSPE
SCHOLARSHIP DONORS

Graduate

FLSmidth, Inc.
Bethlehem, PA

Bridge Gap Engineering
Northampton, PA

Senior

Lutron Electronics Co., Inc.
Coopersburg, PA

Millenium Electro-Hydraulics Services
Whitehall, PA

Victaulic Company
Easton, PA

Junior

Barry Isett & Associates
Allentown, Phoenixville, Hazleton and
Forty Fort, PA; Phillipsburg, NJ

Borton Lawson Engineering
Bethlehem, PA

Hanover Engineering Associates
Bethlehem, PA

McTish, Kunkle & Associates
Allentown, PA

Rettew
Lancaster, PA

Pennoni Associates, Inc.
Bethlehem, PA

The Pidcock Company
Allentown, PA

Sophomore

PEAK Technical Staffing USA
Horsham, PA

Advantage Engineers
Allentown, PA

DME Alliance
Allentown, PA

Newton Engineering
Allentown, PA

Staffeld Engineering Services
Center Valley, PA

Continued on page 13
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PERECAST €O NEIR

Paul L. Stein, Jr.

425 North Dauphin Street >: 610-435-6746
Allentown, Pa 18109-2199 610-437-7133

@ pstein@monarchprecast.com
np[:n www.monarchprecast.com

Engineering firm of choice since 1972
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.KeystoneConsultingEngineers.com

Three Regional Locations

East Office
Bethlehem, PA
610-865-4555

West Office
Wescosville, PA
610-395-0971

North Office

Kresgeville, PA
610-681-5233
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Johann F. Szautner, D.I.,P.E.,P.L.S.

CIVIL & FORENSIC ENGINEERING

4

' | 1775 Euclid Avenue
| Bethlehem, PA 18018-2112

Phone: 610216 3918
forensicengineerszautner@verizon.net

R. Peruzzi:

Electrical Engineering Consultant

Robert Peruzzi, PhD, PE i P:610 462 3939
President S E: peruzzi@rperuzzi.com
g W: www.rperuzzi.com

719 Fourth Avenue
Bethlehem, PA 18018

Behavioral Modeling and Verification for RF
Analog and Mixed-Signal IC and SOC Design

m McTish, Kunkel
& Associates

Consulting Engineers & Surveyors

Site Planning & Design
Land Surveying
Transportation Engineering
Structural Engineering
Environmental Permitting
Municipal Engineering

Constfruction Inspection

3500 Winchester Rd., Suite 300
Allentfown, PA 18104
610.841.2700
email: info@mctish.com

STAFFELD

/’/ ENGINEERING

SERVICES

Staffeld Engineering Services (SES) provides business
and engineering consulting services, primarily to
chemical and manufacturing companies.

We develop and implement economical solutions for
a wide range of manufacturing and technical issues.
SES offers the following services:

* Process Troubleshooting

* Process Improvements

* Equipment Specifications

* Modeling & Optimization

* Project Economics

« Technical Training Services

Scan the QR code below to visit our website
(www.staffeld.com) for more information.
; STAFFELD ENGINEERING SERVICES
Post Office Box 241
Center Valley, PA 18034-0241
www.staffeld.com

1-855-STAFFELD
peter@staffeld.com
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WWW. newtonenglneerln ,ul S

newton

ENG I NEERINGE
TRAFFIC, SURVEYING AND DEVELOPMENT PR@FESSI@NALS

e

- Tomorrow’s Engineering Solutio

TRAFFIC, TRANSPORTATION &
HIGHWAY
- Highway Occupancy Permits

- Highway and Driveway Design

- Traffic Counts, Analysis & Pro;echons

- Traffic Impact Studies

LAND DEVELOPMENT &
SUBDIVISION ENTITLEMENTS

- Subdivision Layout and Design

- Land Development Engineering
- Sketch and Concept Plans

- Soil and Erosion Control Plans

PRECISION SURVEY
- Boundary Surveys

- Topographic Surveys

- Construction Stake-Out

- As-Built Plans

CONTACT uUs AT

Smte 212, Zack Building

/ T
\ \\\\\\\\“

~__ (p) 610- 366-0060 (f) 610-. 366-7818
- e) info@newtonengineering.us

IVP Minuteman
ress

New Servu:e!

ALLENTOWN BETHLEHEM
1801 West Tilghman Street 123 East Broad Street
Allentown, PA 18104 Bethiehem, PA 18018

484.223.3311 610.865.9946
M-F 8am-6pm Sat 8am-2pm M-F 7:30am-5:30pm

EASTON DESALES UNIVERSITY
661 South 25th Street 2755 Station Ave
Easton, PA 18045 Center Valley, PA 18034
610.923.9266 610.2 100 x1201
M-F 8am-6pm Sat 8am-2pm M-Th Sam- %am Sat 9am-4pm

WWW.MMPLV.COM

UNITED STATES FULL SERVICE
7 POSTAL SERVICE. CONTRACT UNITS

NOW AT OUR ALLENTOWN & EASTON STORES

‘t) Y KOHN
ENGINEERING
FIRE PROTECTION CONSULTING

Donald J. Kohn, P.E. .
Principal 4220 Mountain Road
Macungie, PA 18062
KohnEngineering@ptd.net www.KohnEngineering.con

Phone 610-967-4766 Fax: 610-967-6468

PEAK TECHNICALSTAFFING USA
R e e e N P N P AR T
Engineering Talent. Guaranteed.

Rob Cleland

VICE PRESIDENT - NORTHEAST REGION
215.586.3600 866.234.PEAK (7325) cel 267.221.2038

robcleland@peaktechnical.com www.peaktechnical.com
601 DRESHER ROAD, SUITE 250, HORSHAM, PA 19044

Michael F. Basta, PE

Kevin T. Campbell, PE

Alex Dezubay, PE
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THE PIDCOCK COMPANY

CIVIL ENGINEERING
LAND PLANNING
ARCHITECTURE

LAND SURVEYING

Oxford Drive at Fish Hatchery Road
2451 Parkwood Drive

Allentown, Pennsylvania
18103-9608

TELEPHONE: 610-791-2252
TELEFACSIMILE: 610-791-1256
EMAIL: info@pidcockcompary.com
WEBSITE: www.pidcockeompany.com

b = z‘
RETTEW ' Engineers, environmental
L consultants, surveyors,
We answer to you.
| site designers, and safety

#| advisors committed to

I

| sustainable development

Charles Myers, PE

_ Director of Energy &
=4 Environmental Engineering
cmyers@rettew.com
484-240-4519

610-866-8330
rettew.com | OB

PENNSYLVANIA

Athens « Lancaster

Lehigh Valley - Mechanicsburg
Pittsburgh « Williamsport

i and resource conservaton.

PENNONI ASSOCIATES INC.
CONSULTING ENGINEERS

PROVIDING ENGINEERING
SERVICES SINCE 1966

Construction Services
Energy & Sustainability
Environmental
Geotechnical
Laboratory Testing
Landscape Architecture
Materials Testing & Inspection
MEP
Municipal
Planning
Site Design
Structural
Survey & Geomatics
Transportation
Water/Wastewater

— Pennoni

2041 Avenue C, Suite 100, Bethlehem, PA 18017
610-231-0600 | www.pennoni.com
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Integrity
Ownership
Trust

BARRY
ISETT&

ASSOCIATES:

MULTIDISCIPLINE
ENGINEERS
& CONSULTANTS

) SOCIETAS AWARD

FOR RESPONSIBLE CORPORATE CONDUCT TOP
: WORK
www.barryisett.com PLACES

ALLENTOWN 610.398.0904
PHOENIXVILLE 610.935.2175
PHILLIPSBURG 908.454.9500

HAZLETON 570.455.2999

FORTY FORT 570.285.8200

Hanover

e o5

Proudly serving our clients and community for over 40 years

with offices throughout Pennsylvania
« Municipal Engineering and « Stormwater Management Office Locations
Planning . g

« Transportation Planning Bethliehem 610.691.5644
o Structural Engineering and Permitting Pocono 570.688.9550
Mechanical Engi " s ' Lehigh 670.395.9222
« Mechanical Engineering « Surveying Fancasia 717.721.7444
« Environmental Services « Utility Line Design and Elizabethtown 717.367.0144
P Permltting Towanda 570.265.1020
« Subdivision and Land Wellsboro 570.724.5326
Development +« CAD/GIS/GPS Services New Castle 724.598.6414

Putting your project needs first ... always www.hanovereng.com
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#<LUTRON.

Develop Your Career with Us

I've been a part of Lutron for 3 12 years.

Jamie McMahon (Electrical Engineering Major)
Design and Development Engineer

At Lutron, we've been designing and manufacturing
energy-saving light control solutions since 1961,

Our success depends on your success, Join Lutron’s
Innovation Leadership Program and you'll develop the skills
and knowledge needed to win in the wordd of innovation.

Immediately join an engineering development team
Reacsive fomnal mentor support

+ Collaborate regularly with business unit managers

and directors

Acquire real-world experience through field assignments
Foster relationships with Lutron’s global customers

.

Key opportunities include:

Engineering —Bectrical, Mechanical,
Computer, Software,
Manufactuning,
Industrial, Architectural

Science —Physics, Chemistry, Math

Opportunities are also avalable in sales leadership and
field engineering leadership —hiring all majors.

253 4 Dynamic keypad in Black
To learn more about how you
can be a part of our future visit
Tou VS
www.lutron.com/careers & B3 [ (& euvoniobs
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Bridging the World
through Relationships of Trust

sRIDGE

G AP

ENGINEERING

Bridge Gap Engineering is an agile and highly responsive engineering company lead by a
uniquely diverse team of trusted cement and minerals industry experts. Based on service, solutions
and relationships, Bridge Gap Engineering is a learning organization focused on knowing our
customers and their changing needs in the 21st Century. Our experience spans decades and our
knowledge spans multiple industries encompassing plant design, process design, and plant
maintenance and operations.

PE Engineers

Looney ele Co Aoe ank Walsh « Dan Sautter

EIL

1717 Main Street, Northampton, PA 18067« 610-400-8145

www.bridgegapengineering.com

10
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G INNOVATION
FI D ENCE \A:taulic“

! Since 1919, Victaulic has been
* the world’s leading producer
= of pipe joining solutions.
Our products are used in the
13 most recognizable landmarks,
." ,,.f:’f- from the Hoover Dam to Egypt’s
' Alexandria Library, making bold
designs possible.

Backed by 1,800+ patents, Victaulic is committed to our customers’ needs, providing
solutions for your design challenges. We draw it, train on it and certify the installation,
all while utilizing best-in-class technology. From concept through construction, we
ensure your project runs efficiently as possible.

Engineering Solutions:

e Construction Piping Services (CPS) helps reduce risk and increase reliability
for a smoother project experience.

¢ BIM Software keeps communication and collaboration in sync.

e Propriety truck loading software saves time and confusion on the job with
phased product schematics.

victaulic.com

in f ¥ &

VICTAULIC IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF VICTAULIC COMPANY.
© 2014 VICTAULIC COMPANY. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Proud to Honor our Engineers
in the Lehigh Valley & Around the Globe

Engineering is what we do at FLSmidth. As a world leader in
providing equipment and services to the cement and minerals
industries, our success begins with our engineers who plan and
design the systems and equipment for which our customers rely.

2040 Avenue C - Bethlehem, PA 18017 - www.flsmidth.com

12
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Internet Addresses

National Society of Professional Engineers
www.NSPE.org

Pennsylvania Society of Professional

Engineers
www.PSPE.org

Lehigh Valley Chapter - PSPE
www.LVPSPE.org

2016 - 2017 State Officers

State Director

Angelika Forndran, PE
StateDirector@LVPSPE.org
215-536-7075

Alt. State Director
Brian Kutz PE
VicePresident@LVPSPE.org
484-821-0470

VP Northeast:
Michael F. Basta, PE
StateVP@LVPSPE.org
610-767-1617

Board of Direction Meetings

The monthly Board of Direction meetings are
6:00 PM on the second (2"Y) Monday of each
month. Open to all members; they are held
at the office of Barry Isett & Associates, 85
South Route 100, Allentown, PA.

2016 - 2017 Chapter Officers

President:

Alfred Gruenke, PE
President@LVPSPE.org 610-395-6561
Vice President:

Brian Kutz, PE
VicePresident@LVPSPE.org  484-821-0470
Secretary:

Chris Williams, PE, LEED AP

Secretary@LVPSPE.org 610-398-0904
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Treasurer:
Ray Szczucki, PE
Treasurer@LVPSPE.org 610-614-1245

Immediate Past President:

Kevin Campbell, PE, LEED AP
PastPresident@LVPSPE.org 610-398-0904
Chapter Directors:
Alex Dezubay, PE
Directors@LVPSPE.org 610-597-2007
Nicole Gasda, PE

Directors@LVPSPE.org

Frank Walsh, PE
Directors@LVPSPE.org

2015 - 2016 LVPSPE
SCHOLARSHIP DONORS

(cont'd)

Freshmen

Kohn Engineering
Macungie, PA

Civil & Forensic Engineering
Bethlehem, PA

R. Peruzzi, Inc.
Bethlehem, PA

J.P. Mascaro & Sons
Audubon, PA

Keystone Consulting Engineers
Bethlehem, Wescosville and Kresgeville, PA

Monarch Precast Concrete Corporation
Allentown, PA

Contributors

Michael F. Basta, PE
Kevin T. Campbell, PE
Alex Dezubay, PE
Alfred Gruenke, PE
Grayson McNair, PE


http://www.nspe.org/
http://www.pspe.org/
http://www.lvpspe.org/
mailto:VicePresident@LVPSPE.org
http://pspe.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=7657d03b272aff91000443a5b&id=e0be4d1a70&e=8982bcb54b
mailto:VicePresident@LVPSPE.org
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DVANTAGE
NGINEERS

your engineering advantage

Providing timely, professional, cost effective
Design & Construction Phase Geotechnical Services
for over 1,300 projects and counting.

6520 Stonegate Drive, #110
Allentown, PA 18106 « (610) 366-7120
Serving the Mid-Atlantic Region from 5 offices in

Pennsylvania, Maryland, and New Jersey
www.advantageengineers.com

1-888-MASCARO

WWwW.jpmascaro.com

Alfred Gruenke, PE

Grayson McNair, PE
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Borton
Lawson

ENGINEERING
ARCHITECTURE

PROUDLY SUPPORTS
MATHCOUNTS and the
LVPSPE Scholarship Program

484.821.0470 | borton-lawson.com

DMGE =

Engineering Solutions For Life

PROCESS ¢+ MECHANICAL ¢ ELECTRICAL -«
PLUMBING

e Life Sciences

e Food & Beverage

e Chemical Process

e Research & Development

www.DMEforLife.com 610.366.1744

Engineering Design Services for
Advanced Technology Industries

DME Alliance Inc., 7540 Windsor Drive, Suite 311, Allentown, Pennsylvania 18195
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Your humble correspondent purchased a bottle of
rye whiskey, and can attest to its quality.

Whiskey production has been part of this coun-
try’s heritage since the beginning of colonial
settlements. Adam Flatt continues this tradition,
in the process making Bethlehem and
Pennsylvania proud. We thank Adam for his
presentation and providing us with a glimpse at
the fine art of distilling.

Who you gonna believe, me or your own two
eyes?

-Groucho Marx

Don't cry because it's over, smile because it
happened.

-Dr. Seuss

Hagia Sophia
Alfred Gruenke, PE

Istanbul, Turkey, is in the news again, and not
for any positive reason. I had the good fortune to
be in Turkey the first time in 1985, a period of
relative peace and stability in Europe. Turkey was
a favorite vacation site for many Europeans who
drove their campers from Denmark and Germany
to take advantage of a great climate and low
prices. A good bottle of wine cost $0.75, $2.50 in
a fine restaurant. The Balkan wars of the 1990s
messed that up, to the detriment of the Turkish
economy.

I was on assignment in Canakkale, located in the
Asian section of Turkey. While there, I had the
opportunity to explore that ancient city, Byzan-
tium - Constantinoble - Istanbul.

Istanbul was a cosmopolitan, European city. The
restaurants and bars were filled with people, out
and about, enjoying themselves. There was a
European talent contest taking place in Sweden
and one of the contestants was from Turkey, so
every television in the city was tuned in to watch.

But one doesn’t go to Istanbul to see talent
shows or to swill wine. One goes to tour the
many historical sites. Istanbul is an ancient city,
dating back to Roman times, but has managed to
preserve much of what made it great.

15

Istanbul is a Moslem city, but is personified by
the Hagia Sophia, a Christian basilica built in the
6t century by the Emperor Justinian when the
city was named Constantinople, the City of Em-
peror Constantine. It is the third church built on
this site. Two previous churches were destroyed
by rioters. By contrast, the Sileymaniye Mosque,
was built a thousand years later on the order of
Sultan Sileyman (Sdleyman the Magnificent).
The better known Blue Mosque was built by
Sultan Ahmed I from 1609 to 1616. The
similarities between these three structures are
obvious. The Blue Mosque is so named because
of the blue hued tiles on the interior walls.
Supposedly, it was built to “one up” the
Slleymaniye Mosque.

From its construction until 1453, Hagia Sophia
served as an Orthodox Cathedral and seat of the
Patriarch of Constantinople, except for sixty
years when the Fourth Crusade converted it to a
Roman Catholic Cathedral. In 1453, Constanti-
nople was conquered by the Ottoman Turks
under Sultan Mehmed II, who ordered it con-
verted into a mosque. It remained so until 1935,
and became a museum from that time to the
present.

It was the greatest cathedral ever built up to that
point and was the largest cathedral for 1,000
years, until the completion of the cathedral in
Seville, Spain. The central dome is 182 ft. 5in.
from floor level and rests on an arcade of 40
arched windows. The diameter varies between
101 ft. 3 in. and 102 ft. 6 in.

Hagia Sophia

Continued on page 16
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Slleymaniye Mosque

Sultan Ahmed Mosque (Blue Mosque)

The photo of the exterior of Hagia Sophia is from
the internet. The other photos are mine. I
apologize for the poor quality of my photos. I was
in Turkey for only a short time and on the way to
Pakistan, where the film was developed. Their
colored film processing had some shortcomings.

The similarity between the three buildings is
striking. Hagia Sophia, the Blue Mosque, and
Topkapi Palace are in the historical district, within
walking distance from each other; Sileymaniye
Mosque is about one-half mile away.

16

It was common in those days to use building
materials from wherever they were available.
According to tradition, one of the interior columns
comes from Israel and has the imprint of the
right hand of St. John the Baptist! This is not
clear on the photo. However, I noted at the time
that the hand seemed to be rather small, not
what one would expect.

Support column with the imprint of the hand of St.
John the Baptist

Southwestern entrance mosaic

Continued on page 17
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I was in awe the entire time I was in Hagia
Sophia and the surrounding areas. Here I was, a
simple country boy from Pennsylvania, in the
presence of such historical greatness. The
threshold of the front doors of Hagia Sophia are
made of stone and worn down at least four
inches. I wondered how many thousands of feet
stepped on it for fifteen hundred years entering
or leaving! The doors themselves are made of
wood and twelve feet high, at least eight feet
wide, and three inches thick. As I looked at them,
an image of Jack Palance as Attila the Hun or
maybe Genghis Khan riding a horse entering the
church came to mind. I'm sure I saw that in a
movie, though I can’t remember any details. I
know that Genghis Khan was never in the area,
but Attila the Hun may have been. There is a
historical incongruity between Attila the Hun and
the building of Hagia Sophia, but I prefer my
impressions over reality.

I also toured the Sileymaniye Mosque and the
Blue Mosque, equally impressive structures, but
the Hagia Sophia stands out in my memory.

Hagia Sophia is one of three Christian churches
built in the 6™ and 7% centuries still standing
today. The others are the Church of the Holy
Sepulcher in Jerusalem and El Muallaga in Cairo.
I'll write about those some other time.

How inappropriate to call this planet Earth when
it is quite clearly Ocean.

-Arthur C. Clark

It's not the people who vote that count. It's the
people who count the votes.

-Joseph Stalin

The sea, once it casts a spell, holds one in its net
of wonder forever.

-Jacques Yves Cousteau

"You can't get rich in politics unless you're a
crook."

-Harry S. Truman

The only thing I ask of you is to speak well of
me. Lie if you have to.

-August Polinske

A government that robs from Peter to pay Paul
can always count on the support of Paul
-George Bernard Shaw

I can, therefore I am.

-Simone Weil

ABOUT GROWING OLDER:

First - Eventually you will reach a point when you
stop lying about your age and start bragging
about it.

Second - The older we get, the fewer things
seem worth waiting in line for.

Third - Some people try to turn back their
odometers. Not me; I want people to know 'why'
I look this way. I've traveled a long way, and
some of the roads weren't paved.

Fourth - When you are dissatisfied and would
like to go back to your youth, think of Algebra.

Fifth - You know you are getting old when
everything either dries up or leaks.

Sixth - I don't know how I got over the hill
without getting to the top.

Seventh - One of the many things no one tells
you about aging is that it's such a nice change
from being young.

Eighth - One must wait until evening to see how
splendid the day has been.

Ninth - Being young is beautiful, but being old is
comfortable and relaxed.

Tenth - Long ago, when men cursed and beat the
ground with sticks, it was called witchcraft. Today
it's called golf.

And, finally - If you don't learn to laugh at
trouble, you won't have anything to laugh at
when you're old.

Vote as if your future depends on it.
-Alfred Gruenke
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Minutes for the October 11, 2016 Board of Directors Meeting
6:00 pm at the office of Barry Isett & Associates, 85 S. Route 100, Allentown, PA

Attendees: Al Gruenke, Brian Kutz, Kevin Campbell, Frank Walsh, Angelica Forndran and Chris Williams

A.

B.

Call to Order - Al Gruenke called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.

Activities — Brian Kutz

October: Franklin Hill Winery is an option, but no response yet. Backup tour location would be
Social Still or National Museum of Industrial History in Bethlehem.

November: 11/22 (probably 6pm) tour of a Lutron production facility.

December: Holiday Party - Considering Morgan’s, Alburtis Tavern and Bell Hall. Need a
speaker. Kevin Campbell suggested Becky Bradley from LVPC for a presentation on Route 22
widening project.

January: ?

February: DaVinci Science Center during engineers’ week?

March: Possibly Clover Hill Winery for a Saturday event. Call to inquire in January.

President — Al Gruenke

Al Gruenke to circulate donation request letter and spreadsheet with list of companies who
donate and their contacts.

Al Dezubay will coordinate scholarships, Brian to assist.

Don Kohn to coordinate Engineer of the Year and Young Engineer of the Year awards.
Peter Staffeld will give Frank and Brian administrative access to website.

MATHCOUNTS - Kevin Campbell

February 11t at Southern Lehigh High School.
Kevin will also be the assistant coordinator and facility coordinator for the state competition.

State Director - Angelika Forndran

Discussed the threats on the engineering license at most recent meeting.
State is encouraging all PEs to purchase PSPE vanity license plate. Must be active or retired
Pennsylvania PE to order a plate.

Miscellaneous

November and December LVPSPE board meetings will be on the 2™ Tuesday rather than
Monday due to schedule conflicts. In January, meetings will go back to the 2" Monday.

. Adjournment at 6:39 pm on a motion by Kevin, seconded by Frank Walsh.
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PE License Plates

PENNSYLVANIA

@4000

| DSNEVOFRORSOWEGNERS

mrosShen

http://pspe.org/store/pe-license-plates/

PSPE members can order a vanity plate (five characters + PE) for a one-time cost of $200, or you can
receive the “next plate off the line” for $100.

These plates feature PSPE’s official logo on the left and stacked PE letters on the right.
You must be an active or retired Pennsylvania PE to order a plate.

Download an official PennDOT application here and order your PE license plate today!
http://pspe.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/PSPE-License-Plate-Application-Form.pdf
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Scholarship Contributor
Lehigh Valley, PA

The Lehigh Valley Chapter, Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers (LVPSPE) is a local organization affiliated
with the State and National Professional Engineer organizations. Our purpose is to support and advance engineering at
all levels, especially to young people who will someday replace us. Our Chapter raises funds to support two very
important initiatives: MATHCOUNTS® and the LVPSPE Scholarship Program. Our fundraising goal is $13,000 to support
both programs.

This coming February will be the 33" consecutive year that we have coordinated the MATHCOUNTS event. Over 200
students from approximately 30 regional middle schools participate, with the top qualifiers moving on to the PA state
competition and then possibly on to compete at the national level.

Each year, our Chapter also provides scholarships to regional high school students that have been accepted to college
and are pursuing engineering degrees. Last year we awarded six students scholarships totaling $12,000 thanks to the
generosity of our donors. We increased the number of scholarships to six for this year because the quality of the
recipients was so good!

All supporters will be acknowledged at MATHCOUNTS and the Scholarship Awards dinner. They will also receive
recognition in our monthly newsletter.

Donation Level | Amount Valley Engineer Space
Graduate >$1,000 Full Page
Senior $1,000 Full Page
Junior $500 Half Page
Sophomore $250 Quarter Page
Freshman $150 Eighth Page (Business Card)
Contributor <$150 Line Item

Contributions are tax deductible if made out to: PA Engineering Fund
Donations should be mailed to:
LVPSPE
P.O. Box 3441
Allentown, PA 18106

| want to acknowledge and thank last year’s donors for their support:

FLSmidth, Inc. « Bridge Gap Engineering * Lutron Electronics Co., Inc. « Millennium Electro-Hydraulics
Services  Victaulic Company * Barry Isett & Associates ¢ Borton Lawson Engineering * Hanover
Engineering Associates ¢ McTish, Kunkle & Associates * The Pidcock Company * Rettew *
Pennoni Associates, Inc. « DME Alliance » Newton Engineering « Kohn Engineering *

Staffeld Engineering Services « Keystone Consulting Engineers * R. Peruzzi, Inc. ¢
Michael F. Basta, PE « PEAK Technical Staffing USA « Advantage Engineers *

Civil & Forensic Engineering. * J.P. Mascaro & Sons * Monarch Precast
Concrete Corporation « Kevin T. Campbell, PE « Alex Dezubay, PE «

Alfred Gruenke, PE « Grayson McNair, PE

Thank you very much for your consideration and should you have questions about our program,
please feel free to contact me.

AProld Bassds, PE
Alfred Gruenke PE
President, Lehigh Valley Chapter PSPE
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