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UPCOMING PROGRAMS

e December 12 - Holiday dinner,
Allentown Brew Works

January - Just Born?

February — Engineer’'s Week

March - Dorney Park

April = Lehigh Valley Health Network,
joint event with GBC

¢ May - Banquet

e June - IronPigs tour followed by game

PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY
OF
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

LEHIGH VALLEY CHAPTER
(ORGANIZED 1935)

CARBON, LEHIGH, MONROE, & NORTHAMPTON COUMNTIES

Lehigh Valley Chapter, Pennsylvania
Society of Professional Engineers
Kevin T. Campbell, PE, LEED AP

Dear Members:

The rules and regulations governing Profes-
sional Engineering in Pennsylvania experi-
enced a radical change a few years ago
when the requirement for continual educa-
tion for license renewal was enacted. Our
Lehigh Valley Chapter views this change as
an opportunity and has made the education
of our members (PDHs) a primary focus of
the organization.

The Lehigh Valley Chapter of the Pennsylva-
nia Society of Professional Engineers has a
proud history of commitment to the engine-
ering profession and the community, and we
continue to do so. We sponsor monthly tours
of organizations in the Lehigh Valley that are
of interest to members of our profession.
The subject matter of these tours are varied;
from manufacturing facilities (including a
chocolate manufacturer) to an explanation of
engineering contracts. Recent tours have
been quite popular. We have had to limit
enrollment in a couple of instances, attesting
to their popularity. We even had a number of
people outside of our organization attending!
Besides  highlighting the myriad of
enterprises that comprise the Lehigh Valley
this, is an effortless way to earn PDHs. As a
plus, the Chapter earns a very modest
$10.00 per PDH.

Cont’d on Page 2
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Our Holiday Dinner this year will be on
December 12 at the Allentown Brew Works.
This is a great opportunity for you and your
significant other to socialize with members of
the Lehigh Valley engineering community.
The ambiance of the Brew Works is
reminiscent of an Allentown of another age,
a definite plus for those of us who are
nostalgia buffs and remember those times.
The setting is virtually across the street from
the massive downtown Allentown renewal
project, which has an ice hockey arena at its
core. The Phantoms professional ice hockey
team are scheduled to start play in the
2014-2015 season. Also part of the renewal
is a hotel, restaurants, and shops. Members
of the Alvin H. Butz team that are
constructing the arena will be giving a
presentation on the construction progress to
date and challenges encountered. We look
forward to what should be a very interesting
evening. Please go to our website to register.
Attendees are eligible for 1.0 PDH.

Please remember our Scholarship Fund, and
MATHCOUNTS. Neither would exist without
your support. We all receive benefits from
the communities in which we work or live. 1
beseech all of you to contribute or convince
your company to contribute. This is your
opportunity to give back. It is money well
spent, I assure you. We have been able to
increase our scholarship funding to
$1,750.00 per student this year and hope to
increase this amount.

This has been a good year. I see nothing but
continual success for us in the future.

Thank you.

I'll try anything once, twice if I like it, three
times to make sure.

- Mae West

If you can't convince them, confuse them.
-Harry S. Truman

Victaulic Company Tour
Alfred Gruenke, PE

Nestled in the farmland north of Easton is
the world headquarters of Victaulic
Company, a world-wide and world-class
company built on engineering expertise and
quality  manufacturing. Its trademark
product, mechanically bolted pipe couplings
and fittings, usually painted orange, are
visible throughout the world in a myriad of
applications. Victaulic has couplings for pipe
sizes up to 144 inches. Its products are
installed in locations as diverse as Hoover
Dam, the Freedom Towers, and the Library
in Alexandria.

Thirty-two members of the LVPSPE and
ASHRAE who toured the facility on October
23" came away impressed with the level of
commitment Victaulic has to their product,
their customers, and to their community.
Victaulic opened its present location in 1977,
and has been continually expanding its pres-
ence since then. The latest “expansion” was
in October of last year when it moved the
1700s era Uhler's Hotel, a local landmark
owned by Victaulic and used as a guest
house, 300 feet back from the road in order
to improve traffic at an intersection. Victaulic
plans to add 17 rooms to the existing struc-
ture for meeting space and gatherings.

The name Victaulic is a short for “Victory
Hydraulic.” The company is an outgrowth of
a World War I innovation to facilitate quick
water and fuel pipeline installations. It recei-
ved its first patent in 1919. In 1925, the
company opened its first American office in
New York.

Victaulic is the world leader for mechanical
pipe joining systems, from a mechanical
bolted coupling that engages into grooves
and uses a gasket seal, to a product line that
now includes valves, hydraulic pipe systems,
plus other products related to the piping

Cont’d on Page 3
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industry. The company is truly global, with
15 major manufacturing facilities, 28
branches worldwide, and over 3,600 employ-
ees, 1,100 in the Easton area. Victaulic pro-
ducts are installed in 120 countries across
diverse business lines including oil, gas and
chemical, mining, power generation, water
and wastewater treatment, military and ma-
rine systems, commercial buildings and fire
protection.

The Tour in the assembly shop

ISO 9001 certified, Victaulic continues its
spirit of innovation, tackling the industry’s
most unique challenges through the develop-
ment of new products and services. With
“cradle to grave” support, the company can
support all stages of a project. One of its
offered services is loading pipe and other
equipment on a truck in a given sequence,
enabling “just in time” delivery to installation
contractors. All components are tested to
rated capacity. We witnessed a graphic de-
monstration of the testing process by sub-
jecting a 300 psi butterfly valve to 2,800 psi

before it failed. A pipe coupling similarly
withstood four times the pressure rating.

We were welcomed by the Manager of
Corporate Communications Megan Longen-
derfer. Training Coordinators Kaylynn Morris
and Meggie McNamara guided the tours. The
orderliness and cleanliness of the facilities
was apparent from the foyer to the foundry.
The phrase “you can eat off the factory floor”
applies. The machinery is state-of-the-art,
with an emphasis on environmental impact
and lean manufacturing. All components are
painted by dipping, not spraying. 90% of its
steel comes from scrap metal, 20-30 tons of
which is delivered to the plant daily. The
steel is melted in induction furnaces and cast
into the fittings, couplings, and myriad of
other components Victaulic produces.

The Victaulic staff was hospitable, friendly
and knowledgeable. It's always a pleasure to
learn that a local company has worldwide
impact.

1.5 PDHs were awarded for the event.

Blommer Chocolate
Alfred Gruenke, PE

Tucked away only a stone’s throw from
Route 29 in East Greenville, Blommer Cho-
colate Company was toured by thirty mem-
bers of the Lehigh Valley Chapter, Pennsyl-
vania Society of Professional Engineers and
guests on a pleasant fall evening on Novem-
ber 12™. A company and an industry not well
known to the Lehigh Valley, it employs 200
people at its 220,000 square foot facility.
The privately held company was started in
1939, and now has plants in Chicago, San
Francisco, and Toronto. It is the largest roas-
ter of cocoa beans in the North American
market.

Our tour guides were Eric Bliss, Jim O’Brien,
Joel Swartz and Marlene Stauffer. Eric also

Cont'd Page 14
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SCHOLARSHIP
SPONSORS

Please Contact the Valley Engineer Editor to
sponsor scholarships for the remainder of the
calendar year.

SCHOLARSHIP — THE GIFT THAT
LASTS A LIFETIME

A great way to be involved in the LVPSPE Chapter
is to contribute to the

SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT FUND

The Scholarship Committee is continually seeking
contributions to the Fund. If you would like to
contribute in any amount -please see the PSPE
website at Lehigh Valley Chapter link -
http://www.pspe.org/scholarships
Please write your TAX DEDUCTIBLE donation to
“Pennsylvania Engineering Foundation” or “PEF”.
Donations should be mailed to:

Peter O. Staffeld, Ph.D., P.E.

Post Office P.O. Box 241

Center Valley, PA 18034

Please note “"LVPSPE Scholarship Fund” on the
comment line.

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

The Pennsylvania Engineering Foundation

currently administers the following scholarships

for engineering students:

Undergraduate

e $2,000 PEF Grant

e $1,000 Harrisburg Chapter PSPE Grant

e $1,000 Professional Engineers in Private
Practice Grant

Upperclassman

e $2,000 Pennsylvania Engineering Foundation
Grant

Applications and guidelines are on-line now at
http://www.pspe.org/scholarships
Any questions regarding scholarships can be
directed to
Alex Dezubay, PE
609-577-0714
Scholarship@LVPSPE.org

2012 - 2013 LVPSPE
SCHOLARSHIP DONORS

Graduate
FLSmidth Inc.
Bethlehem, PA
Lutron Electronics Co., Inc
Coopersburg, PA

Senior
The Pidcock Company
Allentown, PA

Junior

Staffeld Engineering Services
Center Valley, PA

DME Alliance Inc.
Allentown, PA

Hanover Engineering Associates
Bethlehem, PA

Barry Isett & Associates
Allentown, PA

Sophomore

Kohn Engineering
Macungie, PA

Civil & Forensic Engineering
Bethlehem, PA

Monarch Precast Concrete Corporation
Allentown, PA

McTish, Kunkle & Associates
Allentown, PA

Keystone Consulting Engineers
Bethlehem, Wescosville, Kresgeville, PA

Newton Engineering
Allentown, PA

J AND P Engineers, P.A.
Bethlehem, PA

Freshman

Sungard Public Sector. Inc.
Bethlehem, PA

Express Business Center
Trexlertown, PA
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Johann F. Szautner, D.I.,P.E.,P.L.S.

STAFFELD

CIVIL & FORENSIC ENGINEERING /
= I/ ENGINEERING

SERVICES

1775 Euclid Avenue
" Bethlehem, PA 18018-2112

Phone: 610216 3918 Staffeld Engineering Services (SES) provides business

forensicengineerszautner@verizon.net and engineering consulting services, primarily to
chemical and manufacturing companies.

We develop and implement economical solutions for
a wide range of manufacturing and technical issues.
SES offers the following services:

Process Troubleshooting
Process Improvements
Equipment Specifications
Modeling & Optimization
Project Economics
Technical Training Services

J AND P ENGINEERS, PA. Scan the QR code below to visit our website

Fax: 610-868-8492
Cet: 610-428-0641

.
.
Tew: 610-868-20%9 .
.
.
IMcCarThy @jandpENGINEERS.COM .

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING Joseph B. McCarihy, PE. (www.staffeld.com) for more information.
ELLCIRICAL ENGINEERING Vice President ~ STAFFELD ENGINEERING SERVICES
ENERGY ENGINEERING ! Post Office Box 241
Powtr Quaun - Center Valley, PA 18034-0241
ENVIRONMENIAL .
ESIMANG - . www.staffeld.com
e i 634 SeveNTH AVENUE ! 1-855-STAFFELD
COMMISSIONING Benienem, PA 18018 petergstatfeld.com

EBCLV.com - come visit us at Sungard Public Sector. Inc.
EBC for all your Bethlehem, PA
Design/Print/Finish/Mail
needs

Engineering firm of choice since 1972

Three Regional Locations
East Office
Bethlehem, PA
610-865-4555
West Office
Wescosville, PA
610-395-0971
North Office
Kresgeville, PA

@)
MoNARCH

PREEGAST CONECRETE CORPORATIGN

Paul L. Stein, Jr.

425 North Dauphin Street Phone: 610-435-6746 610-681-5233

Allentown, Pa 18109-2199 Fox: 610-437-7133

@ pstein@monarchprecast.com eystoneconsulting Engineers.com
np(:n www.monarchprecast.com
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/5'/ DmsA/Iianve Ine

ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS

...where Process Science meels
Engineering Excellence. ™

PROCESS + MECHANICAL + ELECTRICAL + PLUMBING

Life Sciences

Food & Beverage
Chemical Process
Semiconductors
Research & Development

www.DMEAIlliance.com 610.366.1744

Process Facility Design for
Advanced Technology Industries

DME Alliance Inc., 7540 Windsor Drive, Suite 311, Allentown, Pennsylvania 18195

BARRY ISETT & ASSOCIATES

Multidiscipline Engineers & Consultants
www.barryisett.com

Civil  Land Planning & Development ' Survey ' Code Review
Structural | Mechanical ' Electrical ' Plumbing | Facilities Services
Construction Services ' Waste & Waste Water ' Municipal
Landscape Architecture ' Parks & Planning | Grants ' Forensics
Environmental | Traffic Planning ' Geological Services

Allentown e Phoenixville e Hazleton PA

Philipsburg, NJ

In proud support of the LV PSPE

Scholarship Program

Hanover

Engineering Associates Inc

Civil, Municipal, Environmental, Transportation,
Structural, Surveying, Planning, Utility Permitting
Bethlehem Office

252 Brodhead Road, Suite 100, Bethlehem, PA 18017-8944
610.691.5644 « Fax 610.691.6968

www.hanovereng.com

Providing customized, timely service and one-on-one,
personal attention to our clients in a variety of
Environmental and Engineering Services:

% Lake Management % Stormwater Management
% Watershed Management & Traffic/Transportation
% Wetland Consulting % Planning

% Municipal % Structural

% Wastewater % Surveying

% Water Supply % Onlot Sewage

% Geology % Soils Investigation

% Hydrogeology % GPS/GIS

Proudly serving the Community for over 40 years with additional
Offices located in Allentown, Lancaster, Elizabethtown, Poconos,
Towanda, and Wellsboro in Pennsylvania, and Canton Ohio

www.newtonengineering.us

Suite 212, Zack Building
6235 Hamilton Blvd.Allentown, PA 18106

Heu.rton

ENEINEERINGE
TRAFFIC, SURVEYING AND DEVELOPMENT PROFESSIONALS

TRAFFIC, TRANSPORTATION & HIGHWAY
- Highway Occupancy Permits B % 3 -
- Highway and Driveway Design - Tomorrow’s Engineering Solutions Today -

Traffic Counts, Analysis & Projections
- Traffic Impact Studies
LAND DEVELOPMENT & SUBDIVISION
Subdivision Layout and Design

(p) 610-366-0060 (f) 610-366-7818
(e) info@newtonengineering.us

- Land Development Engineering
- Sketch and Concept Plans
PRECISION SURVEY

Boundary Surveys
- Topographic Surveys
- Construction Stake-Out
As-Buill Plans.

- Professional Civil Engineers
- Professional Surveyors
Professional Traffic Operation Engineer

- Certified Stormwater Quality Professia
- Certifled Froslon & Sedimentation Prof

IVP Minuteman
W Press

BLUEPRINTS -

New Service!

ALLENTOWN BETHLEHEM

1801 West Tiighman Street 123 East Broad Street

Allentown, PA 18104 Bethiehem, PA 18018
4842233311 610.865.9946

M-F 8am-6pm Sat 8am-2pm M-F 7:30am-5:30pm

EASTON DESALES UNIVERSITY
661 South 25th Street 2755 Station Ave
Easton, PA 18045 -
610.923.9266
M-F 8am-6pm Sat 8am-2pm

WWW.MMPLV.COM

UNITED STATES FULL SERVICE
p POSTAL SERVICE. CONTRACT UNITS

NOW AT OUR ALLENTOWN & EASTON STORES
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THE PIDCOCK 'COMEANY

CIVIL ENGINEERING
LAND PLANNING
ARCHITECTURE

LAND SURVEYING

FOUNDED 1924

Oxford Drive at Fish Hatchery Road
2451 Parkwood Drive

Allentown, Pennsylvania
18103-9608

TELEPHONE: 610-791-2252
TELEFACSIMILE: 610-791-1256
EMAIL: info@pidcockcomparty.com
WEBSITE: www.pidcockcompany .com

M ‘t) Y KOHN

McTish, Kunkel ENGINEERING
& Associates

FIRE PROTECTION CONSULTING
3500 Winchester Rd., Suite 300
i Donald J. Kohn, P.E. ,
F: 610.841. 2709 Principal 4220 Mountain Road
.mctish.com Macungie, PA 18062

Consulting Engineers
Environmental Scientists
Land Surveyors

R Construction Inspectors Phone 610-967-4766 Fax: 610-967-6468

KohnEngineering@ptd.net www.KohnEngineering.con
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#<LUTRON.

Develop Your Career with Us

I've been a part of Lutron for 31 years.

Jamie McMahon (Elsctrical Engineering Major)
Design and Development Engineer

At Lutron, we've besan designing and manufacturing
energy-saving light control solutions since 1961,

Our success depends on your success, Jon Lutron's
Innovation Leadership Program and you'll develop the skills
and knowledge needed to win in the word of innovation.

+ Immediately join an engineering development team
» Raceive formal mentor support
+ Collaborate regularly with business unit managers
and directors
* Acquire real-world experience through field assignments
+ Foster relationships with Lutron’s global customers

Key opportunities include:

Engineering —Bectrical, Mechanical,
Computer, Software,
Manufactuning,
Industrial, Architectural

Science —Physics, Chemistry, Math

Opportunities are also avadable in sales leadership and
fiekd engineering leadership —hiring all majors.

S

da £ 3 4 Dynamic keypad in Black
To learn more about how you
can be a part of our future vistt
'- g
www.lutron.com/careers & B3 [ & autoniobs
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Proud to Honor our Engineers
inthe Lehigh Valley & Around the Glohe

Engineering is what we do at FLSmidth. As a world leader in
providing equipment and services to the cement and minerals
industries, our success begins with our engineers who plan and
design the systems and equipment for which our customers rely.

2040 Avenue C - Bethlehem, PA 18017 - www.flsmidth.com
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Internet Addresses

National Society of Professional
Engineers
www.NSPE.org

Pennsylvania Society of Professional
Engineers
www.PSPE.org

Lehigh Valley Chapter — PSPE
www.LVPSPE.org

2013 - 2014 State Officers

State Director

Angelika Forndran, PE
StateDirector@LVPSPE.org
215-536-1582

Alt. State Director

Mike Basta PE
AltStateDirector@LVPSPE.org
610-767-1617

VP Northeast:

Joseph B. McCarthey PE
StateVP@LVPSPE.org
610-868-8492

Board of Direction Meetings

The monthly Board of Direction meetings are

6:00 PM on the second (2nd) Monday of

each month. Open to all members; they are
held at the office of Barry Isett & Associates,

85 S Route 100, Allentown, PA.

2013-2014 Chapter Officers

President:
Kevin Campbell, PE
President@LVPSPE.org

Vice President:
Alfred Gruenke, PE
VicePresident@LVPSPE.org

Secretary:
Chris Williams, PE
Secretary@LVPSPE.org

Treasurer:
Ray Szczucki, PE
Treasurer@LVPSPE.org

Immediate Past President:

Peter Staffeld, PhD, PE
PastPresident@LVPSPE.org

Chapter Directors:
Don Kohn, PE
Directors@LVPSPE.org

Nicole Gasda, PE
Directors@LVPSPE.org

Al Dezubay, PE
Directors@LVPSPE.org

610-398-0904

610-395-6561

610-398-0904

610-614-1245

484-264-7885

610-967-4766

215-536-7075

609-577-0714
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LEHIGH VALLEY CHAPTER
2013 MATHCOUNTS
CONTRIBUTORS

DVANTAGE
NGINEERS

your engineering advantage

Providing timely, professional, cost effective
Design & Construction Phase Geotechnical Services
for over 1,300 projects and counting.

6520 Stonegate Drive, #110
Allentown, PA 18106 » (610) 366-7120

Serving the Mid-Atlantic Region from 5 offices in
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and New Jersey
www.advantageengineers.com

Engineering firm of choice since 1972

Three Regional Locations
East Office
Bethlehem, PA
610-865-4555
West Office
Wescosville, PA
610-395-0971

7 4
N
A\

K E Y S T O N E North Office
CONSWULTING Kresgeville, PA
ENGINTETETRS 610-681-5233
www.KeystoneConsultingEngineers.com
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LEHIGH ENGINEERING Phone: (610)767-8545
ASSOCIATES, INC. LD P
P.O. Box 68

499 Riverview Drive

Walnutport, PA 18088

CIVIL ENGINEERING - PROPERTY SURVEYS - GPS - SUBDIVISION & SITE DESIGN
HIGHWAY DESIGN - TRAFFIC ANALYSIS - SEWAGE DESIGN
DRAINAGE ANALYSIS - WETLANDS DELINEATION - ENVIRONMENTAL ALIDITS

LEHIGH VALLEY | 610.398.0904

'Vl;gaf': ' VALLEY FORGE | 610.935.2175
PLACES THE MORNING CALL NORTHERN PA | 570.455.2999
| | NEW JERSEY | 908.454.9500
Integrity Ownership Trust

Thank you BIA Staff Members for making
Barry Isett & Associates one of the
Lehigh Valley’s Top Workplaces

BARRY ISETT & ASSOCIATES

Multidiscipline Engineers & Consultants

Civil | Land Planning & Development | Survey | Code Revi
Structural | Mechanical | Electrical | Plumbing I'Facilities
Construction Services | Wajer & Waste Water | Municipal

Landscape Architecture | Parks & Planning | Grants | Fore
Environmental | Traffic Planning | Geological Services

www.barryisett.com

@)
MoNARCH

PRECAST CONCRETE CORPORATION

Paul L. Stein, Jr.

425 North Dauphin Street
Allentown, Pa 18109-2199

Qn!’.,!%ﬂ

G www.monarchprecast.com

Phone: 610-435-6746
Fox: 610-437-7133
pstein@monarchprecast.com
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Engineers, enviromental
consultants, surveyors,
site designers, and safety

RETTEW

advisors committed to
sustainable development
and resource conservaton.

Charles Myers

Director of Energy &
Environmental Services
cmyers@rettew.com
610-866-8330

1-800-738-8395

www.rettew.com | @@

RETTEW

PENNSYLVANIA
We answer to you.

Athens - Lancaster - Lehigh Valley
Mechanicsburg - Pittsburgh
Schuylkill Haven » Williamsport

IINCE.

ASSOCIATIES,

COWAIN
CIVIL ENGINEERS & SURVEYORS
Serving You since 1958 » Quality is Attitude

wivw.cowanassociates.cont @ cowand@cowanassocigtes.com
120 Penn - AM Drive o P.O. Box 949 ® Quakertown, PA 18951
Tel. 215 836 7075, 1 BO0 492 5649 o Fax. 215 536 1582

Hanover

Engineering Associates Inc
Civil, Municipal, Environmental, Transportation,
Structural, Surveying, Planning, Utility Permitting
252 Brodhead Road, Suite 100, Bethlehem, PA 18017
610.691.5644 - Fax 610.691.6968
www.hanovereng.com

Additional Offices located in Allentown, Poconos,
Lancaster-Lebanon, Elizabethtown, Towanda, and Wellsboro
in Pennsylvania, and Canton Ohio
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Minuteman
Press

o Pogters »
e Products o

"M ng %e:mv..s..a e

BLUEPRINTS

New Service!

BETHLEHEM
123 East Broad Street
Bethiehem, PA 18018

610.865.9946
M-F 7:30am-5:30pm

DESALES UNIVERSITY
2755 Station Ave
Center ley, PA 18034
610.923.9266 610.2: 1100 x1201
M-F 8am-6pm Sat 8am-2pm M-Th Qam Spm Sat 9am-4pm

WWW.MMPLV.COM

ALLENTOWN
1801 West Tilghman Street

Allentown, PA 18104

484.223.3311
M-F 8am-6pm Sat 8am-2pm
EASTON
661 South 25th Street
Easton, PA 18045

UNITED STATES FULL SERVICE
FI POSTAL SERVICE. CONTRACT UNITS

NOW AT OUR ALLENTOWN & EASTON STORES

Enhancing the Quality of Life

Our work enhances the guality of life for cur clients, our
employees, and the people touched by our work. It touches
this generation and future generations. We celebrate the
earth everyday with our appreach to operations and the
application of green scluticns and sustainable designs.
Always using our minds. Always thinking ahead.

Engineering and Environmental Services
* Facility and Site Engineering

* Munricipal Engineering and Planning

* Site Assessments and Brownfield Services

* Land and Building Survey and Data Capture

* Water and Wastewater Engineering

* Architectural Engineering

* Water Rescurces

SSM GROUP, INC.
Engineering & Environmental Services

ssmgroup.com

READING | LEHIGH VALLEY | HARRISBURG | YORK
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PENNONI ASSOCIATES INC.
CONSULTING ENGINEERS

PROVIDING ENGINEERING
SERVICES SINCE 1966

Construction Services
Energy & Sustainability
Environmental
Geotechnical
Laboratory Testing
Landscape Architecture
Materials Testing & Inspection
MEP
Municipal
Planning
Site Design
Structural
Survey & Geomatics
Transportation
Water/Wastewater

Pennoni

2041 Avenue C, Suite 100, Bethlehem, PA 18017
610-231-0600 | www.pennoni.com
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ADVANCED | SOLAR 1PRODUCTS
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Let us help you with
your solar solution.

908.751.5818
sales@advancedsolarproducts.com

www.advancedsolarproducts.com
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gave a presentation that preceded the plant
tour. They adeptly guided us through the
complex process and explained the myriads
of machinery that converts the cocoa beans
to a saleable product.

Blommer Chocolate does not make chocolate
for the consumer market. Instead, it recei-
ves cocoa beans from various countries
around the world and processes them into
chocolate liquor, cocoa butter, milk choco-
late, dark chocolate, semi-sweet chocolate
drops, cocoa powder, and sugar free coat-
ings that are sold to other companies that
manufacture the final products that sell on
the retail market. Their customer list in-
cludes Hershey, Mars, and Nestlé. Smaller
customers such as Just Born and Gertrude
Hawk are also served.

Chocolate starts out as cocoa beans, inside a
pod shaped like a football approximately six
inches long. Cocoa trees are very delicate.
All cocoa trees grow within 15 degrees from
the equator. Blommer imports the beans pri-
marily from the Ivory Coast, Africa, but also
from South America and Indonesia. The co-
coa “plantations” are usually quite small,
usually only four to five acres. Blommer has
an active program to assist growers with
cocoa tree and plantation management.
There are hundreds of suppliers, and each
growing area has a slightly different taste.
One of the challenges is to blend the various
beans into a consistent product. There are
400 to 500 tons of cocoa beans delivered to
the plant each day. The beans are roasted,
shells removed, ground up, cooked, and
blended. Other additives such as sugar, milk,
and lecithin (emulsifier) are also delivered in
bulk. They are blended with the cocoa and
converted to chocolate.

Blommer ships the chocolate material to cus-
tomers in 7,000 gallon stainless steel tan-
kers. These are heated so that the chocolate
remains a liquid so it can be pumped. Other
products are shipped in climate controlled
containers and rail cars.
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The machinery that converts the cocoa
beans to the various forms of chocolate such
as conveyors, grinding mills, air separators,
pneumatic conveying, and the like is known
to many of us. However, this is a unique ap-
plication. Chocolate is a food, hence must
adhere to strict FDA sanitary standards. Lub-
rication is of particular concern. Wherever
the machinery comes in contact with the
chocolate, ordinary lubricating oil cannot be
used. Instead, vegetable oil is the lubricant!

A very pleasant smell of chocolate perme-
ated the plant, which added to the general
ambience. We thank Blommer Chocolate and
the fine staff for giving us an opportunity to
become more cognizant of the fine compan-
ies that make up the Lehigh Valley.

2.0 PDHs were awarded for the event

I like pigs. Dogs look up to us, cats look
down on us. Pigs treat us as equals.

-Sir Winston Churchill

Only a man who knows what it is like to be
defeated can reach down to the bottom of
his soul and come up with the extra ounce of
power it takes to win when the match is
even.

-Muhammad Ali

You want the truth? You can’t handle the
truth.

-Jack Nicholson in the movie “A Few Good
Men”

A decision postponed is better than no
decision at all.

-August Polinske, PE, LLD, PhD

As we express our gratitude, we must never
forget that the highest appreciation is not to
utter words, but to live by them.

-John Fitzgerald Kennedy

We wish you and your
families a bountiful and
blessed Thanksgiving Day.




