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UPCOMING PROGRAMS

February 24, 2017, LVEC Engineer’'s Week
Banquet, Holiday Inn, Breinigsville

March (TBD), National Museum of
Industrial History, Bethlehem

April 22, 2017, Clover Hill Vineyards &
Winery, Breinigsville, PA

May 7-9, 2017, 24 PDH Boot Camp Central
Sheraton Harrisburg Hershey Hotel,
Harrisburg

June 25-27, 2017, PDH Boot Camp East,
Valley Forge Casino Resort, King of Prussia

PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY
OF
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

LEHIGH VALLEY CHAPTER
(ORGANIZED 1935)

CARBON, LEHIGH, MONROE, & NORTHAMPTON COUNTIES

PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE
Alfred Gruenke, PE
February, 2017

The last week of February is Engineer's week, during
which our Nation celebrates the contribution engineer’s
make to our society. The high point of the week is a
banquet, hosted by the Lehigh Valley Engineering
Council. This annual event is held at the Holiday Inn,
Breinigsville. 1t is usually attended by around 150
engineers, guests, and students from area colleges.
Please plan to attend, to celebrate our profession.

Traditionally, our Chapter gives out two awards: Young
Engineer of the Year, and Engineer of the Year. This
year we have selected Mike Derr for YEOY, and Mary
Rooney for EQY. Please attend the Banquet to applaud
them. They are truly fine representatives of our profess-
sion.

Mary Rooney, beside her other attributes, is the mother
of two recipients of our annual scholarship awards.
Daughters Michaella Hoffman received a scholarship in
2013, and Julie Hoffman was a recipient in 2015.

The Chapter received from the Governor's Officers,
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, a Proclamation on
Engineer’'s Week! It's signed by Governor Tom Wolf with
the Governor’'s seal. It's nice to be recognized by the
authorities.

MATHCOUNTS® was a success, again. Thank you,
Kevin Campbell!

VOLUNTEERS MAKE MATHCOUNTS A

HUGE SUCCESS
Francee Fuller

Thanks to the help of more than 70 volunteers, the 33rd
Annual Lehigh Valley MATHCOUNTS competition
organized by the Lehigh Valley Chapter of the Penn-
sylvania Society of Professional Engineers and held on
Saturday, February 11" at Southern Lehigh High School
in Center Valley was a resounding success. Twenty-nine
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schools from four counties sent 268 students to the
regional “Olympics of Math,” competing for individual
and team honors.

The event was organized by a committee comprised of
Chris Blechschmidt, Cheryl Rishcoff, Kevin Campbell,
Peter Staffeld, Germaine Lenz, Tracy Torres, Andrea
Martin, Chris Williams and Charles Myers. Most volun-
teers were affiliated with the engineering community. For
the first time, Penn State Lehigh Valley sent four volun-
teers, joining about 20 members of Lehigh University’s
Tau Beta Pi fraternity who returned for a second year of
service. Even the 2016 Lehigh Valley MATHCOUNTS
Champion, Ishaan Lal, who is now a 9t grade student at
Emmaus High School, returned to help in the scoring
room.

In a gripping Jeopardy-style countdown round held
before an audience of 500 on-lookers, 10 mathletes who
earned top scores during a morning of written tests took
to the stage to verbally answer questions. Daniel Li, an
8t grade student at Nitschmann Middle School who
placed second last year, took first place honors. Neha
Skandan, an 8" grader at Moravian Academy, placed
second.

Daniel and Neha will be joined at the Harrisburg state
competition on March 10t and 11% by all members of
the first-place team from Nitschmann Middle School,
coached by Nadine Novatnak. Also qualifying for the
state competition are Geoffrey Kleinberg, 8™ grade,
Lower Macungie Middle School, who placed 3 in the
Countdown Round; 4t place finisher Angela Chan, 8t
grade, Moravian Academy; and 5" place winner, Victor
Cai, 7" grade, Springhouse Middle School. The PA
Society of Professional Engineers hosts the state
competition.

The Winning Team, Nitschmann Middle School
LVPSPE President Alfred Gruenke, PE; Jack Hansen;
Miles Lunger; Chris Secula; Daniel Li;

Coach Nadine Novatnak

The four top state winners will move on to the 2017
National MATHCOUNTS ® Competition in Orlando, FL
May 14t and 15" with Raytheon Corporation as the title
sponsor. The National Society of Professional Engineers
(NSPE) in partnership with state engineering societies is
the founding sponsor of the event, geared to promote
math proficiency among middle school students.

The Springhouse Middle School team, coached by Kevin
Hallman, placed 2"; tied for 39 place were Lower Ma-
cungie Middle School, coached by Patrick Campbell;
and Southern Lehigh Middle School, coached by
Ronnette Mays. Other trophy winners included Moravian
Academy, 5% place, coached by Alison Overdorf and
Dani Mackavage; and Easton Area Middle School, 6t
place, coached by Eric and Alex Adams.

Pleasant Valley Middle School had the most improved
team, rising 16 ranks over last year.

The top 10 individuals were:
1. Daniel Li, 8™ grade, Nitschmann Middle School
2. Neha Skandan, 8" grade, Moravian Academy
3. Geoffrey Kleinberg, 8" grade, Lower Macungie

Middle School

4. Angela Chen, 8™ grade, Moravian Academy
5. Victor Cai, 7t grade, Springhouse Middle School
6. Chris Secula, 8" grade, Nitschmann Middle

School

7. Shlock Dholakia, 7t grade, Springhouse Middle
School

8. Eric Zhang, 6" grade, Springhouse Middle
School

9. Oak Hu, 6" grade, Springhouse Middle School
10. Chris Buck, 8" grade, Lower Macungie Middle
School

The three top-scoring young women (Neha Skandan and
Angela Chen, both from Moravian Academy and Kara
Nghiem from Easton Area Middle School) will receive a
course in math or science at Cedar Crest College.

Moravian College, Lafayette College, Lehigh Carbon
Community College also provided top winners with
scholarships for mathematics courses.

Nationwide approximately 40,000 students, representing
more than 5,500 schools will participate in the 2017
MATHCOUNTS competition.
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Notes from Scholarship Recipients

At a board meeting a couple of months ago it was
suggested that we ask recent recipients of our
scholarship awards to comment on their
experience in a college or university. Kaiti
Stylianides sent a letter, which we published in
the January Newsletter; she followed up with a
couple of photos of her college activities

URIVIRSITY
OFH2T.TFORD
1\COU STICS

Kaiti, with “friend”
The following are three more respondents.

Angela Jennifer Justin - Cornell University

Last year I was a high school senior honored with
a generous scholarship award from the Lehigh
Valley Chapter, Pennsylvania Society of
Professional Engineers, which has helped me to
be where I am today, at Cornell University.

I am currently a freshman at the Cornell
University College of Engineering studying
Chemical Engineering. I have just started my
second semester and so far, I have had great
experiences with interesting classes, engaging
professors, a beautiful campus, new friends, and
various clubs.

As a first-year-student, most of the courses I am
taking are math and science courses required for

all engineering students. These include calculus,
chemistry, and physics. Additionally, I took an
Introduction to Engineering course designed for
freshmen considering chemical engineering.
Currently I'm also taking an introductory Matlab
course.

Recently I became involved in Take Back the Tap,
an initiative that aims to reduce the plastic water
bottles sold on campus and to encourage
reusable bottles. This semester I am also
volunteering at an elementary school each week
to mentor and guide students through science
activities. Later this spring I will help run the
Ithaca SMartS Competition, a Science Olympiad
for elementary school students.

My experience at Cornell so far has been
fantastic. I am grateful for the opportunity to
attend such a fine institution and am also
extremely grateful for the scholarship award from
LVPSPE, which has helped allow me to be here

Katie Bacher - MIT
Dear Members of LVPSPE,

My name is Katie Bacher and I am a freshman
studying Electrical Engineering and Computer
Science at Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
I was honored with the LVPSPE scholarship last
year and am grateful for your support of my en-
gineering education.

Since starting college, I have enjoyed all the
perks of a fulfilling engineering education. I
completed most of my introductory science and
math classes first semester and am excited to
start taking classes in my major next semester,
including an Internet-of-Things, Embedded Sys-
tems, Introduction to Electrical Engineering and
Computer Science, an introductory python class,
and math for computer scientists. Additionally,
after doing very well during the first semester in
Physics II, Electricity and Magnetism, I was offer-
ed a teaching assistant position this spring.

I look forward to hopefully doing research with
Electrical Engineering and Computer Science pro-
fessors at MIT next summer through the Insti-
tute’s Undergraduate Research Opportunity Prog-
ram.

Continued on page 16
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SCHOLARSHIP SPONSORS

A great way to be involved in the LVPSPE Chapter
is to contribute to the LVPSPE SCHOLARSHIP
FUND. Please Contact the Valley Engineer Editor
to sponsor scholarships for the remainder of the
calendar year.

If you would like to contribute in any amount -
please send your TAX DEDUCTIBLE donation to
PA ENGINEERING FUND. Donations should be
mailed to:

LVPSPE
P.O. Box 3441
Allentown, PA 18106

Please note “LVPSPE Scholarship Fund” on the
comment line.

Or, you may contribute via the LVPSPE website
http://www.lvpspe.org/Donations.

Scholarship application is at
http://www.lvpspe.org/Scholarships. Any
questions regarding scholarships can be directed
to

Alex Dezubay, PE
610-597-2007
Scholarship@LVPSPE.org

PSPE SCHOLARSHIPS

The Pennsylvania Engineering Foundation
currently administers the following scholarships
for engineering students:

Undergraduate
e $1,000 PEF Grant: (2 awards)

Upperclassman
e $2,000 Pennsylvania Engineering Foundation
Grant

Applications and guidelines are on-line now at
http://www.pspe.org/scholarships

2015 - 2016 LVPSPE
SCHOLARSHIP DONORS

Graduate
Lutron Electronics Co., Inc.
Coopersburg, PA
FLSmidth, Inc.
Bethlehem, PA
Bridge Gap Engineering
Northampton, PA

Senior
Victaulic Company
Easton, PA

Junior

Barry Isett & Associates
Allentown, Phoenixville, Hazleton and
Forty Fort, PA; Phillipsburg, NJ

Borton Lawson Engineering
Bethlehem, PA

Hanover Engineering Associates
Bethlehem, PA

McTish, Kunkle & Associates
Allentown, PA

Rettew
Lancaster, PA

Pennoni Associates, Inc.
Bethlehem, PA

The Pidcock Company
Allentown, PA

Mass Mutual Financial Group
Center Valley, PA

Lehigh White Cement
Allentown, PA

TRC Worldwide Engineering, Inc.
Allentown, PA

Millenium Electro-Hydraulics Services
Whitehall, PA

PEAK Technical Staffing USA
Horsham, PA

Sophomore
Advantage Engineers

Allentown, PA

Newton Engineering
Allentown, PA

Staffeld Engineering Services
Center Valley, PA

Continued on page 14
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PRECAST CONCRETE CORPORATION

Paul L. Stein, Jr.

425 North Dauphin Street Phone: 610-435-6746
Allentown, Pa 18109-2199 Fax: 610-437-7133
/» pstein@monarchprecast.com

llPl:lI www.monarchprecast.com

Engineering firm of choice since 1972

Three Regional Locations
East Office
Bethlehem, PA
610-865-4555
West Office
Wescosville, PA
610-395-0971
North Office
Kresgeville, PA
610-681-5233

Johann F. Szautner, D.I.,P.E.,P.L.S.

CIVIL & FORENSIC ENGINEERING

1775 Euclid Avenue
Bethlehem, PA 18018-2112

Phone: 610216 3918
forensicengineerszautner@verizon.net

R. Peruzzi:

gineering C

Robert Peruzzi, PhD, PE P: 610462 3939
President E: peruzzi@rperuzzi.com
W: www.rperuzzi.com

719 Fourth Avenue
Bethlehem, PA 18018

Behavioral Modeling and Verification for RF
Analog and Mixed-Signal IC and SOC Design

m«

MCTISH-KUNKEL

and associates

Site Planning & Design
Land Surveying
Transportation Engineering
Structural Engineering
Environmental Permitting
Municipal Engineering
Construction Inspection
3500 Winchester Road, Suite 300

Allentown, PA 18104
610.841.2700 = www.mctish.com

/ STAFFELD
é9 ENGINEERING
SERVICES

Staffeld Engineering Services (SES) provides business
and engineering consulting services, primarily to
chemical and manufacturing companies.

We develop and implement economical solutions for
a wide range of manufacturing and technical issues.
SES offers the following services:

* Process Troubleshooting

* Process Improvements

* Equipment Specifications

* Modeling & Optimization

* Project Economics

* Technical Training Services

Scan the QR code below to visit our website
(www.staffeld.com) for more information.
STAFFELD ENGINEERING SERVICES
Post Office Box 241
Center Valley, PA 18034-0241
www.staffeld.com

1-855-STAFFELD
peter@staffeld.com




LAND DEVELOPMENT & SUBDIVISION ENTITLEMENTS

Subdivision Layout & Design
Land Development Engineering
Soil and Erosion Control Plans
Sketch and Concept Plans

TRAFFIC, TRANSPORTATION & HIGHWAY PERMITS

Highway Occupancy Permits
Highway Driveway Design

Traffic Count, Analysis & Projections
Traffic Impact Studies

PROFESSIONAL & CPESC CERTIFIED

PRECISION SURVEY
Boundary Surveys
Topographic Surveys
Construction Stake-Out
As-Built Plans

Professional Civil Engineers

Professional Surveyors

Professional Traffic Operations Engineers
Certified Stormwater Quality Professionals
Certified Erosion & Sedimentation Professionals

SUPPORTED ORGANIZATIONS

ASCE Yecsocey
OF CIVIL ENGINEERS

6235 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 212, Allentown, PA
\ *L 610-366-0060 info@newtonengineering.us
\

v \ - .
\. www.newtonengineering.us

Me

mBmlUE 4

New Service!

ALLENTOWN
1801 West Tilghman Street
Allentown, PA 18104
4842233311

BETHLEHEM
123 East Broad Street
Bethiehem, PA 18018

610.865.9946
M-F 8am-6pm Sat 8am-2pm M-F 7:30am-5:30pm

EASTON DESALES UNIVERSITY
661 South 25th Street 2755 Station Ave
Easton, PA 18045 Center Valley, PA 18034
610.923.9266 610.282.1100 x1201
M-F 8am-6pm Sat 8am-2pm M-Th Sam-5pm Sat 9am-4pm

WWW.MMPLV.COM

UNITED STATES FULL SERVICE
‘ POSTAL SERVICE. CONTRACT UNITS

NOW AT OUR ALLENTOWN & EASTON STORES
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KOHN

G
t‘ ENGINEERING

FIRE PROTECTION CONSULTING

Donald J. Kohn, P.E.
Principal

4220 Mountain Road
Macungie, PA 18062
KohnEngineering@ptd.net www.KohnEngineering.con

Phone 610-967-4766 Fax: 610-967-6468

PEAK TECHNICALSTAFFING USA
R e e e N P N P AR T
Engineering Talent. Guaranteed.

Rob Cleland

VICE PRESIDENT - NORTHEAST REGION
215.586.3600 866.234.PEAK (7325) cel 267.221.2038

robcleland@peaktechnical.com www.peaktechnical.com
601 DRESHER ROAD, SUITE 250, HORSHAM, PA 19044

Michael F. Basta, PE

Kevin Campbell, PE

Alex Dezubay, PE
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THE PIDCOCK COMPANY

CIVIL ENGINEERING
LAND PLANNING
ARCHITECTURE

LAND SURVEYING

Oxford Drive at Fish Hatchery Road
2451 Parkwood Drive

Allentown, Pennsylvania
18103-9608

TELEPHONE: 610-791-2252
TELEFACSIMILE: 610-791-1256
EMAIL: info@pidcockcompary.com
WEBSITE: www.pidcockeompany.com

L = z‘
RETTEW ‘ Engineers, environmental
= consultants, surveyors,
We answer to you.
E— \‘/ site designers, and safety
) | advisors committed to

| sustainable development

Charles Myers, PE

' Director of Energy &
=4 Environmental Engineering
cmyers@rettew.com
484-240-4519

610-866-8330
rettew.com | OB

PENNSYLVANIA

Athens « Lancaster

Lehigh Valley « Mechanicsburg
Pittsburgh « Williamsport

i and resource conservaton.

PENNONI ASSOCIATES INC.
CONSULTING ENGINEERS

PROVIDING ENGINEERING
SERVICES SINCE 1966

Construction Services
Energy & Sustainability
Environmental
Geotechnical
Laboratory Testing
Landscape Architecture
Materials Testing & Inspection
MEP
Municipal
Planning
Site Design
Structural
Survey & Geomatics
Transportation
Water/Wastewater

— Pennoni

2041 Avenue C, Suite 100, Bethlehem, PA 18017
610-231-0600 | www.pennoni.com
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Integrity
Ownership
Trust

BARRY
ISETT&

ASSOCIATES:

MULTIDISCIPLINE
ENGINEERS
& CONSULTANTS

) SOCIETAS AWARD

FOR RESPONSIBLE CORPORATE CONDUCT TOP
: WORK
www.barryisett.com PLACES

ALLENTOWN 610.398.0904
PHOENIXVILLE 610.935.2175
PHILLIPSBURG 908.454.9500

HAZLETON 570.455.2999

FORTY FORT 570.285.8200

HanoverEng.com

¢ Municipal Engineeringand ¢ Subdivision and Land Office Locations
Planning Development Hetishen GiOiTL. 5044
. . Poconos 570.688.9550
e Structural Engineering e Stormwater Management A -
¢ Mechanical Engineering e Surveying Lancaster 717.721.7444
e Environmental Services e CAD/GIS/GPS Services Hizabethtown  717.367.0144
. . Towanda 570.485.5983
o TransportationPlanning e  Utility Line Design and Wellsboro 570.724.5326
and Permitting Permitting New Castle ~ 724.598.6414

Envisioning and Engineering sustainable, cost-effective, and environmentally responsible projects since 1971
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We all have ambitions in life —and you need
a strategy to reach the ones that matter
most. At MassMutual Eastern Pennsylvania,
we work with you to create long-term
financial strategies that can help you and
your family succeed.

Learn how we can help you fulfill your
dreams.

Nermin Ferhadbegovic

Agency Managing Associate
MassMutual Eastern Pennsylvania
3701 Corporate Parkway, Suite 320
Center Valley, PA 18034

610-798-2557
nferhadbegovic@financialguide.com

r MassMutual
‘ FINANCIAL GROUP”
EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA

We'll help you get there:

It take:_; teamwork
to realize a dream.

LIFE INSURANCE + RETIREMENT/401(K) PLAN SERVICES + DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE
LONG TERM CARE INSURANCE + ANNUITIES

MassMutual Financial Group refers to Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Co. (MassMutual), its affiliated companies and sales representatives.
Local sales agencies are not subsidiaries of MassMutual or its affiliated companies. Insurance products are issued by MassMutual, Springfield, MA
01111, and its subsidiaries, C.M. Life Insurance Company and MML Bay State Life Insurance Company, Enfield, CT 06082. CRN201902-168639

LEHIGH
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For extraordinary designs
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Visit www.AECDaily.com for our online AIA/CES course
“Reflective Concrete Floors: Durable & Sustainable”

www lehighwhitecement.com
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< LUTRON.

Develop Your Career with Us

I've been a part of Lutron for 312 years.

Jamie McMahon (Elactrical Engineering Major)
Design and Development Engineer

At Lutron, we've bean designing and manufacturing
energy-saving light control solutions since 1961,

Our success depends on your success, Join Lutron’s
Innovation Leadership Program and you'll develop the skills
and knowledge needed to win in the wordd of innovation.

+ Immediately join an engineering development team
» Raceive formal mentor support
+ Collaborate regularly with business unit managers
and directors
* Acquire real-world experience through field assignments
+ Foster relationships with Lutron’s global customers

Key opportunities include:

Engineering —Bectrical, Mechanical,
Computer, Software,
Manufacturing,
Industrial, Architectural

Science —Physics, Chemistry, Math

Opportunities are also avalable in sales leadership and
field engineering leadership —hiring all majors.

datx 4 Dynamic keypad in Black
To learn more about how you
can be a part of our future vistt
oo V&
www.lutron.com/careers ¢ B 0 & auroniobs

10
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Bridging the World
through Relationships of Trust

sRIDGE

G AP

ENGINEERING

Bridge Gap Engineering is an agile and highly responsive engineering company lead by a
uniquely diverse team of trusted cement and minerals industry experts. Based on service, solutions
and relationships, Bridge Gap Engineering is a learning organization focused on knowing our
customers and their changing needs in the 21st Century. Our experience spans decades and our
knowledge spans multiple industries encompassing plant design, process design, and plant
maintenance and operations.

PE Engineers

Looney ele Co Aoe ank Walsh « Dan Sautter

EIL

1717 Main Street, Northampton, PA 18067« 610-400-8145

www.bridgegapengineering.com

11
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G INNOVATION
FI D ENCE \A:taulic“

! Since 1919, Victaulic has been
* the world’s leading producer
= of pipe joining solutions.
Our products are used in the
13 most recognizable landmarks,
." ,,.f:’f- from the Hoover Dam to Egypt’s
' Alexandria Library, making bold
designs possible.

Backed by 1,800+ patents, Victaulic is committed to our customers’ needs, providing
solutions for your design challenges. We draw it, train on it and certify the installation,
all while utilizing best-in-class technology. From concept through construction, we
ensure your project runs efficiently as possible.

Engineering Solutions:

e Construction Piping Services (CPS) helps reduce risk and increase reliability
for a smoother project experience.

¢ BIM Software keeps communication and collaboration in sync.

e Propriety truck loading software saves time and confusion on the job with
phased product schematics.

victaulic.com

in f ¥ &

VICTAULIC IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF VICTAULIC COMPANY.
© 2014 VICTAULIC COMPANY. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Proud to Honor our Engineers
in the Lehigh Valley & Around the Globe

Engineering is what we do at FLSmidth. As a world leader in
providing equipment and services to the cement and minerals
industries, our success begins with our engineers who plan and
design the systems and equipment for which our customers rely.

2040 Avenue C - Bethlehem, PA 18017 - www.flsmidth.com

13
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Internet Addresses

National Society of Professional Engineers
www.NSPE.org

Pennsylvania Society of Professional

Engineers
www.PSPE.org

Lehigh Valley Chapter - PSPE
www.LVPSPE.org

2016 - 2017 State Officers

State Director:

Angelika Forndran, PE
StateDirector@LVPSPE.org
215-536-7075

Alt. State Director:
Brian Kutz PE
VicePresident@LVPSPE.org
484-821-0470

VP Northeast:
Michael F. Basta, PE
StateVP@LVPSPE.org
610-767-1617

Board of Direction Meetings

The monthly Board of Direction meetings are
6:00 PM on the second (2"Y) Monday of each
month. Open to all members; they are held at
the office of Barry Isett & Associates, 85 South
Route 100, Allentown, PA.

2016 - 2017 Chapter Officers

President:

Alfred Gruenke, PE
President@LVPSPE.org 610-395-6561
Vice President:

Brian Kutz, PE
VicePresident@LVPSPE.org 484-821-0470
Secretary:

Chris Williams, PE, LEED AP

Secretary@LVPSPE.org 610-398-0904

14

Treasurer:
Ray Szczucki, PE
Treasurer@LVPSPE.org 610-614-1245

Immediate Past President:
Kevin Campbell, PE, LEED AP

PastPresident@LVPSPE.org 610-398-0904

Chapter Directors:
Alex Dezubay, PE

Directors@LVPSPE.org 610-597-2007

Nicole Gasda, PE
Directors@LVPSPE.org

Frank Walsh, PE
Directors@LVPSPE.org

2015 - 2016 LVPSPE
SCHOLARSHIP DONORS

(cont'd)

Freshmen

Kohn Engineering
Macungie, PA

Civil & Forensic Engineering
Bethlehem, PA

R. Peruzzi, Inc.
Bethlehem, PA

J.P. Mascaro & Sons
Audubon, PA

Keystone Consulting Engineers
Bethlehem, Wescosville and Kresgeville, PA

Monarch Precast Concrete Corporation
Allentown, PA

Contributors
Michael F. Basta, PE
Kevin Campbell, PE
Alex Dezubay, PE
Alfred Gruenke, PE
Grayson McNair, PE


http://www.nspe.org/
http://www.pspe.org/
http://www.lvpspe.org/
mailto:VicePresident@LVPSPE.org
http://pspe.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=7657d03b272aff91000443a5b&id=e0be4d1a70&e=8982bcb54b
mailto:VicePresident@LVPSPE.org
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DVANTAGE %
NGINEERS #

your engineering advantage ﬁ

Borton
Lawson

ENGINEERING
ARGCGHITEC TURE

Providing timely, professional, cost effective
Design & Construction Phase Geotechnical Services

for over 1,300 projects and counting.

PROUDLY SUPPORTS
6520 Stonegate Drive, #110 MATHCOUNTS and the
Allentown, PA 18106 » (610) 366-7120 LVPSPE Scholarship Program

Serving the Mid-Atlantic Region from 5 offices in
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and New Jersey
www.advantageengineers.com

484.821.0470 | borton-lawson.com

—‘ ‘— Alfred Gruenke, PE

If it’s service, it's us!

e mmm—m— Grayson McNair, PE

15
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7660 Imperial Way Ste 130

Allentown, PA 18195
610.871.3935

WORLDWIDE ENGINEERING

Providing Professional Engineering design and drafting services
to the Precast/Prestressed Concrete Industry for 38 years.

Partner with TRC for Success

217 Ward Circle

Brentwood, TN 37027
615.661.7979

SERVICE | INNOVATION | QUALITY
www.trcww.com

140 E. Market St. 2™ Fl Rear

York, PA 17401
717.848.2590

I am very grateful for the LVPSPE scholarship; it
helped make my dream of studying engineering a
reality. It afforded me the opportunity to study
and learn alongside some of the best and bright-
est minds from all over the world. At school, I
have found a passionate and energetic commu-
nity of like-minded people who want to create,
problem-solve, and change the world through
science and engineering. I am honored to be part
of the MIT community and thankful for LVPSPE’s
support in getting me here.

Lexi Meisse - Lehigh University

Almost exactly a year ago I was sitting in my
living room trying to figure out where I wanted to
go to school. I had just finished turning in all my
applications the month prior and now I was twid-
dling my thumbs in anticipation of the responses.

As it turned out, that I would not hear back from
my dream school, Lehigh University, until nearly
four months later! Lehigh had been my dream all
along, but most dreams come with a hefty price.
LVPSPE helped to alleviate the difficulties that

16

come with choosing whether to or where to go to
a school. And for that, I am thankful.

So far, I have battled through my first semester
at Lehigh and have enjoyed almost every minute
of it. As a result of being accepted by a group of
respected engineers such as your own, I gained
the skills and confidence to network with other
adults in the field and have forged important
bonds.

In my first semester I joined Lehigh’s chapter of
Society of Women Engineers. That organization is
attempting to spread the word that women can
do all the jobs that men can do, and to be un-
apologetic about it.

Classes at Lehigh are rigorous, especially engi-
neering classes. However, the school does a
fantastic job of acclimating the students into the
competitive classroom setting. I have enjoyed all
the challenges that I have faced thus far and look
forward to future ones.

I will always be grateful to LVPSPE for their gen-
erosity and their part in helping me to attend my
dream school. Thank you.
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Two things are infinite: the universe and human
stupidity; and I'm not sure about the universe."
- Albert Einstein

Don’t cry because it's over, smile because it
happened.

--Dr. Seuss

February
Dr. August Polinske
Gadfly and Social Commentator

It happens at this time every year. February.
Again this country, and the world, enters a dis-
mal period, a time of cold, snow, dreary weather,
gloomy skies, and general blahs. Everyone’s mo-
od is reflective of the weather, with a general
dispirited mood. People smile less, argue more,
and are generally anti-social. Think about this,
dear reader. What is February like, and what
does it say to you?

January is not so bad, still bathing in the after-
glow of the holidays. March may still be cold, but
it has at least the promise of spring and with it
warmth and sunshine. February, on the other
hand, has little going for it.

One can well imagine the negotiating that went
on when the year was being divvyed up, keeping
the number of days in February under 30!! How-
ever, the February lobby did not go quietly into
the night. They fought with everything they had,
often resorting to blackmail and personal intimi-
dation. So, to partially acquiesce to their de-
mands, they were given a long list of celebra-
tions, more than any other month.

Again, dear reader, haven't you ever wondered
why February has so many days for various festi-
vities? It starts with Groundhog Day, and quickly
goes to Super Bowl Sunday, which has become a
national celebration if not a real holiday. Then,
we have MATHCOUNTS, followed by Valentine’s
Day. Come now, both of these could be held any
other month of the year! One would think that
Valentine’s Day would be more appropriate du-
ring warm months, such as June, or July! Pre-
sident’s Day used to be two holidays, George
Washington’s and Abraham Lincoln’s birthday,
but through a series of parliamentary maneuvers
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Harry Reid would be proud of this was reduced to
only one day. Sad to say, such tactics only work
sometimes.

A bright spot is, of course, Engineer’'s Week, the
last week of the month. However, one could
easily argue that this is a celebration of the end
of February; good riddance!

Another holiday, Shrove Tuesday, which precedes
Lent, occurs in February, and sometimes in
March. It used to be celebrated with debauchery
and merriment, but the doom and gloom folks in
many parts of the world have reduced such cele-
brations to merely eating doughnuts! No doubt
these sorry examples of humanity were influen-
ced by the general spirit of the month.

The whole month of February has been desig-
nated Black History Month, but even this cele-
bration of the contributions of African-Americans
to our nation’s history and culture has not suc-
ceeded to lift February out of the doldrums. It
remains dreary.

In spite of all of these attempts to interject
joviality into February, it remains a moribund,
melancholy, meandering, month. No, the only
solution is to eliminate the month completely,
and go from January directly to March! No longer
do we have to sit in semi darkness, with the cold
winds blowing around the windows and down the
chimney. No longer will we have to shiver taking
out the garbage or picking up the newspaper,
trying not to slip on the ice covering the
driveway. No, the only positive aspect of
February is beer left in the garage remains cold.

I have been crusading for years to accomplish
this task, which is for the betterment of all of
mankind, to no avail. A voice crying in the wilder-
ness, my arguments have fallen on deaf ears.
Whether this is out of fear of the February cartel
or mere laziness I can’t say. Suffice to say that I
shall continue my quest.

So, hoist your glass, And dance and sing,
Another month, It will be spring.

Burma Shave
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Lehigh Valley Chapter

Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers
[ ehigh, Northampton, Monroe and Carbon Counties

Minutes for the February 15, 2017 Board of Directors Meeting
6:00 pm at the office of Barry Isett & Associates, 85 S. Route 100, Allentown, PA

Attendees: Al Gruenke, Brian Kutz, Kevin Campbell, Frank Walsh, and Angelika Forndran
A. Call to Order - Al Gruenke called the meeting to order at 6:07 pm.

B. President - Al Gruenke

e LVEC Engineers Week Banquet

i. Engineers Week Banquet will be held on Friday 2/24/17. LVPSPE is a $500.00 gold sponsor,
we have an eight seat table. Sign up through LVPSPE website.
ii. Article for LVB engineering supplement submitted.

e February newsletter will feature articles from past scholarship recipients: Katie Bacher (MIT),
Lexi Meisse (Lehigh U), and Angela Jennifer Justin (Cornell U)

e Rebecca McCabe, president of Saucon Valley High School’s STEM club is looking for speakers.
Eric Tappert, Angelika Forndran, and Kevin Campbell are interested. Al will coordinate with
Rebecca.

e Scholarship fundraising, overall fundraising levels are about the same as last year.

i. New donor: TRC Worldwide Engineering, Inc.

ii. PPL application has been completed and submitted, we will know by June if PPL is going to
support the scholarship fund.

iii. Reach out to: Talen Energy, Ocean Spray, B.Braun

e EOY & YEOY
i. Mary Rooney (EQY)

ii. Mike Derr (YEQY)

C. Programs - Brian Kutz
e Al Gruenke and Brian Kutz will attend the ASCE “"Dream Big” movie event to represent LVPSPE
on Monday 2/20/17. Registration at 5:30, film starts at 6:15, reception/drinks afterwards.
e March tour - Industrial Museum, date TBD (early March)
e April tour — Clover Hill Vineyards & Winery, Saturday April 22, 2017 at 10:00 am.
e Start to plan May banquet, contact DeSales University to get pricing and reserve.

D. Scholarships — Brian Kutz
e Scholarship letters have been sent out to all guidance counselors and principals.
e Applications will be due 3/12/17. We expect to have recommendations to the Board at the April
meeting.

E. Past President — Kevin Campbell
e Kevin is working on nomination of officers for next year.
e Saturday 2/11/17, MATHCOUNTS, Southern Lehigh High School. MATHCOUNTS was a great
success. The board thanked Kevin for another successful MATHCOUNTS.

18



Valley Engineer | 2017

F. Treasurer — Ray Szczucki (via email)

Current balances:

i. Checking: $426.33

ii. Market Rate: $19,036.22

iii. PayPal: TBD

Ongoing: prepare a budget for the Chapter. We have regular income from dues, so we could
make a projection of the expected income for next year based on our current membership
figures.

G. State Director - Angelika Forndran

Angelika handed out “"PE” decals and a PSPE PDH bootcamp calendar.

Chapter needs to determine who will serve as Alternate State Director if Brian becomes
president of the Chapter next year. Also, Angelika able to serve as State Director.

John Nawn encouraging all to obtain PSPE license plates and encouraging younger engineers to
obtain licensure.

H. Adjournment at 6:50 pm
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