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xValley Engineer Newsletter 
DECEMBER, 2016

 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

 February 11, 2017 (snow date February 

12), MATHCOUNTS®, Southern Lehigh High 

School, Center Valley 

 February 24, 2017, LVEC Engineer’s Week 

Banquet, Holiday Inn, Breinigsville. 

 February 20, 2017, “Dream Big” Screening 

and Reception, ArtsQuest’s Cinemas 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Alfred Gruenke, PE 

December, 2016 

 

 

The Lehigh Valley Chapter, Pennsylvania Society 

of Professional Engineers celebrated the Holiday 

Season on December 15th at Morgan’s 

Restaurant, on Cedar Crest Boulevard. About 

thirty members and guests imbibed and partook 

of an excellent dinner, courtesy of Chef Blake 

Morgan. The ambience of the setting added to 

everyone’s holiday spirit. 

 

The toast: 

 

A toast to all, who are gathered here, 

This most joyous time of the year. 

To all our friends, you are our love, 

There is nothing that we hold above. 

So, drink up, be merry and be jolly, 

And enjoy yourself, by golly! 

 

Thank you all, all of our friends. 

Thank you for listening, to these odds and ends. 

God has been good, God has been great, 

This is a year we’d like to emulate. 

But please don’t make a fuss, 

Because God has been good to us. 

Amen. 

 

The speaker of the evening, George Kinney from 

the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission gave us a 

very pragmatic analysis of motorized traffic in the 

Lehigh Valley area, with projections of future 

needs. George was a late-minute replacement for 

the scheduled speaker, Becky Bradley. 

 



Valley Engineer 2016 
 

 

 

2 

 
 

Morgan’s dressed for the Holidays 

 

George gave us an insight into long range Lehigh 

Valley traffic plans. We have been aware of the 

influx the last couple of years of warehouses and 

truck terminals in the area, especially along the 

I-78 corridor. This is due to the unique location of 

the Lehigh Valley, situated close to the Phila-

delphia, New York, and New England markets. 

George sees no letup in this trend. 

 

Of some surprise to us, factors entering into 

traffic needs not only include the obvious, such 

as population density, but also the miles of side-

walks, and number of pedestrian deaths in an 

area! 

 

One of George’s revelations was that the North-

east Extension of the Pennsylvania Turnpike is 

slated to expand to six lanes up to the Lehigh 

Valley Exit. George fully expects this project to 

be completed within the lifetimes of many of the 

younger members in attendance! 

 

Of special interest is the addition of traffic lanes 

to Rt. 22, the main East-West thoroughfare in the 

Lehigh Valley. This project is expected to be 

finished in 2023. His suggestion is, gird your loins 

and suck it up for the long haul! The project hit a 

snag recently. The foundations for the Lehigh 

River Bridge caissons passed through a thin layer 

of rock into a void underneath. The project is still 

on schedule, however. 

 

 
 

Attentive members listening to George Kinney.  
Ray Szczucki, Brian Kutz, Frank Walsh, Rob  
Cleland, Chris Williams, and Joan Gruenke. 

 

Many thanks to George Kinney and the Lehigh 

Valley Planning Commission for giving us an 

insight into the planning the Commission pro-

vides. It gave us a good feeling, knowing that 

someone is analyzing the long-term traffic 

requirements, and has solutions before they 

become problems. 
--- 

One of our objectives with our Scholarship fund-

raising efforts is to expand our contributor base. 

This year we have two new contributors. The first 

is from Lehigh White Cement, who contributed 

$500.00 for a Junior level contribution. We thank 

Larry Rowlands for his efforts. 

 

The second is Mass Mutual Financial Group, 

located in Center Valley, also for a Junior level 

contribution. Their local representative is Nermin 

Ferhadbegovic, Please check out both information 

entries later in this Newsletter.  

--- 

Engineers have often been portrayed as a rather 

boring, lackluster lot. The Dilbert comic strip 

elucidates this image. Yes, we create fantastic 

structures and things, from the pyramids to the 

moon shots to smartphones and Dorney Park 

rides, but the image persists. Who gets credit 

when some structure is inaugurated? The local 

politician, or the engineer? 
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Partially to counter this image, the American So-

ciety of Civil Engineers has produced a film, entit-

led “Think Big”, presented by Bechtel Corporation 

in partnership with the ASCE.  The movie is going 

to be released during Engineers Week on Monday 

February 20, 2017, at ArtsQuest’s Frank Banko 

Alehouse Cinemas. Details to follow. 

 

The two-minute trailer can be viewed at 

 http://www.asce.org/dream-big/. I urge you to 

view it, plus the YouTube videos linked to this 

website. It’s awesome, and inspiring. Show it to 

your children and grandchildren. It’s obviously 

slanted to the civil engineers, but engineers of 

every discipline will find it moving.  

--- 

About a year ago, this Chapter toured Cetronia 

Ambulance Corps, located on Broadway in 

Allentown. The tour inspired the Board to donate 

$1,000.00 over four years to the Corps. In re-

turn, a brick dedicated to the Chapter would be 

forever displayed on their Wall of Fame.  

 

 
 

The commemorative brick! Something to be proud of. 

 

The brick is installed, and is on display at Cetro-

nia’s headquarters. I went there recently to view 

it.  Jennifer Glose, Director of Marketing and 

Public Relations, showed it to me, and it really 

looks great! If you have the opportunity, please 

stop by to view it.  

--- 

Last issue we featured the “vanity” PSPE license 

plate of Don Kohn. This time we are featuring 

Eric Tappert’s vanity plate. Vanity plates are in-

teresting, since they always display some feature 

of the owner. For example, Don’s plate, “FIRE”, 

publicly displays his profession, fire control sys-

tems. Fair enough, but as I’ve pointed out to 

Don, it’s a good thing fire had been invented; if it 

hadn’t he would have had to find another line of 

work! 

 

Eric’s vanity plate, 31416, rounded off from 

3.14159, requires more celebral convolutions. It’s 

pi, without the decimal point. The rounding off 

and eliminating the decimal point was to conform 

to PSPE requirements for vanity plates, five cha-

ractes max. To you non-sparkies, pi, 3.1416, is 

part of almost every electical formula, especially 

with alternating current. Electrical Engineers have 

taken the simple ratio of the circumference of the 

wheel of the diameter of a wheel to heights un-

imaginable to the Greek mathematicians who 

discovered it over 2,000 years ago. 

 

So, send me your PSPE license plates. If you 

send me an explanation for the for vanity plate, 

we’ll publish that. If you leave it up to me, you 

will suffer my explanations. Enough said. 

------------------------------------------------------ 

Let me never fall into the vulgar mistake of 

dreaming that I am persecuted whenever I am 

contradicted.  

–Ralph Waldo Emerson 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Always speak the truth, think before you speak, 

and write it down afterwards. 

- Lewis Carroll 

------------------------------------------------------ 

Did you ever stop to think, and forget to start 

again? 

- A. A. Milne (Winnie-The-Pooh) 

----------------------------------------------------- 

One language sets you in a corridor for life. Two 

languages open every door along the way. 

-Frank Smith 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Keep your face always toward the sunshine and 

shadows will fall behind you" 

- Walt Whitman 

------------------------------------------------------ 

No matter what people tell you, words and ideas 

can change the world  

- Robin Williams 

 

Continued on page 17 

 

 

http://www.asce.org/dream-big/
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SCHOLARSHIP SPONSORS 

 

A great way to be involved in the LVPSPE Chapter 

is to contribute to the LVPSPE SCHOLARSHIP 

FUND. Please Contact the Valley Engineer Editor 

to sponsor scholarships for the remainder of the 

calendar year.  

 

If you would like to contribute in any amount –

please send your TAX DEDUCTIBLE donation to 

PA ENGINEERING FUND. Donations should be 

mailed to:  

 

LVPSPE 

P.O. Box 3441 

Allentown, PA 18106 

 

Please note “LVPSPE Scholarship Fund” on the 

comment line.  

 

Or, you may contribute via the LVPSPE website 

http://www.lvpspe.org/Donations. 

 

Scholarship application is at 

http://www.lvpspe.org/Scholarships. Any 

questions regarding scholarships can be directed 

to  

Alex Dezubay, PE 

610-597-2007 

Scholarship@LVPSPE.org 

  

 

PSPE SCHOLARSHIPS  

The Pennsylvania Engineering Foundation 

currently administers the following scholarships 

for engineering students: 

 

Undergraduate 

 $1,000 PEF Grant: (2 awards) 

 

Upperclassman 

 $2,000 Pennsylvania Engineering Foundation 

Grant 

 

Applications and guidelines are on-line now at 

http://www.pspe.org/scholarships  

 

 

 
 

 

2015 – 2016 LVPSPE 

SCHOLARSHIP DONORS 
 

Graduate 

FLSmidth, Inc. 

 Bethlehem, PA 

Bridge Gap Engineering 

 Northampton, PA 

 

Senior 

Lutron Electronics Co., Inc. 

 Coopersburg, PA 

Millenium Electro-Hydraulics Services 

 Whitehall, PA 

Victaulic Company 

 Easton, PA 

 

Junior 

Barry Isett & Associates 

 Allentown, Phoenixville, Hazleton and 

 Forty Fort, PA; Phillipsburg, NJ 

Borton Lawson Engineering 

 Bethlehem, PA 

Hanover Engineering Associates 

 Bethlehem, PA 

McTish, Kunkle & Associates 

 Allentown, PA 

Rettew 

 Lancaster, PA 

Pennoni Associates, Inc. 

 Bethlehem, PA 

The Pidcock Company 

 Allentown, PA 

Mass Mutual Financial Group 

 Center Valley, PA 

Lehigh White Cement 

 Allentown, PA 

 

Sophomore 

PEAK Technical Staffing USA 

 Horsham, PA  

Advantage Engineers 

 Allentown, PA 

DME Alliance 

 Allentown, PA 

Newton Engineering 

 Allentown, PA 

Staffeld Engineering Services 

 Center Valley, PA 
 
 

Continued on page 14 

http://www.lvpspe.org/Donations
http://www.lvpspe.org/Scholarships
mailto:Scholarship@LVPSPE.org
http://www.pspe.org/scholarships
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Monarch  

 
Keystone 

 
Civil & Forensic 

 
& Peruzzi  

 
McTish 

 
Staffeld 
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Newton 

 

 
 

 
Minuteman 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Kohn 

 

 
PEAK 

 
 

Michael F. Basta, PE 
 

Gruenke 
 

Kevin Campbell, PE 
 

Campbell 
 

Alex Dezubay, PE 
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Pidcock 

 

 
Rettew 

 

 

 

Pennoni 
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Barry Barry Isett Hanover 
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MASS MUTUAL 

 
LEHIGH WHITE 
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Hanove  
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Internet Addresses 
 

National Society of Professional Engineers 

www.NSPE.org   

Pennsylvania Society of Professional 

Engineers 

www.PSPE.org   

Lehigh Valley Chapter – PSPE 

www.LVPSPE.org  

 

2016 – 2017 State Officers 
 

State Director  

Angelika Forndran, PE 

StateDirector@LVPSPE.org   

215-536-7075  

 

Alt. State Director  

Brian Kutz PE 

VicePresident@LVPSPE.org 

484-821-0470       

 

VP Northeast:  

Michael F. Basta, PE 

StateVP@LVPSPE.org  

610-767-1617 

 

Board of Direction Meetings 
 

The monthly Board of Direction meetings are 
6:00 PM on the second (2nd) Monday of each 
month.  Open to all members; they are held 

at the office of Barry Isett & Associates, 85 
South Route 100, Allentown, PA. 
 

2016 – 2017 Chapter Officers  
 

President: 
Alfred Gruenke, PE 
President@LVPSPE.org 610-395-6561 
 
Vice President:  
Brian Kutz, PE  

VicePresident@LVPSPE.org     484-821-0470  
 
Secretary:  
Chris Williams, PE, LEED AP 
Secretary@LVPSPE.org 610-398-0904 

 
 
Treasurer:  
Ray Szczucki, PE 
Treasurer@LVPSPE.org 610-614-1245 
 
Immediate Past President:    

Kevin Campbell, PE, LEED AP 
PastPresident@LVPSPE.org    610-398-0904 
 
Chapter Directors:   
Alex Dezubay, PE  
Directors@LVPSPE.org  610-597-2007 
 
Nicole Gasda, PE 
Directors@LVPSPE.org   
 
Frank Walsh, PE  
Directors@LVPSPE.org  

 

2015 – 2016 LVPSPE 

SCHOLARSHIP DONORS 
(cont’d) 
 
Freshmen 

Kohn Engineering 

 Macungie, PA 

Civil & Forensic Engineering 

Bethlehem, PA 

R. Peruzzi, Inc. 

 Bethlehem, PA 

J.P. Mascaro & Sons 

 Audubon, PA 

Keystone Consulting Engineers 

Bethlehem, Wescosville and Kresgeville, PA 

Monarch Precast Concrete Corporation 

Allentown, PA 

 
Contributors 

Michael F. Basta, PE 

Kevin Campbell, PE 

Alex Dezubay, PE 

Alfred Gruenke, PE 

Grayson McNair, PE 
Lock Ridge

http://www.nspe.org/
http://www.pspe.org/
http://www.lvpspe.org/
mailto:VicePresident@LVPSPE.org
http://pspe.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=7657d03b272aff91000443a5b&id=e0be4d1a70&e=8982bcb54b
mailto:VicePresident@LVPSPE.org
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Advantage 

 
Mascaro 

 
 

 

Dezubay   BastaBorton RDMEDME 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Alfred Gruenke, PE 
 
 

Grayson McNair PE 
 

 

 
 
PROCESS    MECHANICAL    ELECTRICAL    

PLUMBING 
 

 Life Sciences 

 Food & Beverage 

 Chemical Process 

 Research & Development 
 

www.DMEforLife.com  610.366.1744  

Engineering Design Services for 
Advanced Technology Industries 
DME Alliance Inc., 7540 Windsor Drive, Suite 311, Allentown, Pennsylvania  18195 
 
 

http://www.dmeforlife.com/
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Our Scholarship Fund 
 

The primary purpose of the Scholarship Fund, is, 

of course, to give scholarships to graduating high 

school students who are enrolled in an engine-

ering curriculum in pursuit of an engineering 

career. 

 

In 2013 one of the Scholarship recipients was 

Alan Johnson, who went on to Penn State 

University.  

 

Alan sent us the following. He is a fine example 

of what we are trying to accomplish. 

 

Dear esteemed members of LVPSPE, 
Alan O. Johnson 

 

Four years ago I had the honor of accepting the 

scholarship that your organization generously 

provides to aspiring engineers. The scholarship 

aided in my professional development and 

provided me the means to hone my engineering 

skills while studying chemical engineering at 

Penn State. 

 

As a student, I had many opportunities to grow 

as a leader and as an engineer. In spring 2015, I 

was Penn State’s team leader for BP’s Ultimate 

Field Trip competition. As a team, we developed 

an innovative hydraulic fracturing method and 

presented our work at BP’s headquarters in 

Houston, TX. In the summer of 2015, I worked 

for P&G as a utilities intern at their 

manufacturing plant in Mehoopany, PA. This was 

my first internship, and it gave me invaluable 

experience in the operations end of the consumer 

goods industry. This past summer I had the 

pleasure of working for ExxonMobil as a supply 

chain intern at their polyethylene plant in Mont 

Belvieu, TX. This experience required that I 

utilize the problem-solving skills I learned in my 

chemical engineering education and apply them 

to an industrial engineering role. Now, in my 

senior year, I am still searching for my first full-

time employment opportunity. Additionally, I am 

a TA for the senior-level chemical reactor design 

class, and have begun writing my honors thesis 

which is to be completed before my graduation in 

May 2017. 

 

I am grateful to have been awarded the LVPSPE 

scholarship in 2013. The scholarship enriched my 

education, and helped mold me into the engineer 

that I am today. Thank you. 

 

Regards, 

 

Alan O. Johnson 

The Pennsylvania State University | Schreyer 

Honors College | Class of 2017 

College of Engineering | Chemical Engineering 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

What we think, we become. All that we are 

arises with our thoughts. With our thoughts, we 

make the world. 

- The Buddha 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

An optimist may see a light where there is 

none, but why must the pessimist always run to 

blow it out? 

- Rene Descartes 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 

 

You can fool some of the people all of the time, 

or all of the people some of the time, but you 

cannot fool all of the people all of the time. 

- Abraham Lincoln 
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Eric Tapper vanity plate “As easy as π” 

 
 


