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The year is winding down, and my tenure as
Chapter President is winding down also. Only a
month to go!

The April Board meeting was eventful, since we
selected five recipients for our $2,000.00 annual
scholarships. We had a banner year for contri-
butions so we can afford to be generous. Many
thanks to all of our contributors.

Al Dezubay and Brian Kutz came up with a stellar
group of young people. It seems as if the
applicants just keep getting better and better.
What can one say when SATs approach and
sometimes reach 800s? That's nose bleed
territory! Whenever I meet themI have the
feeling that our profession is in good hands.

Professional Engineers Day was launched by the
National Society of Professional Engineers in
2016 to celebrate and raise awareness of the
contributions of licensed professional engineers in
the United States. As of 2015, there were
474,777 licensed professional engineers in the
U.S. The first Professional Engineers Day was
celebrated on August 3, 2016. Eric Tapper had to
remind me. This year it's August 2. The Board
discussed options as to how to celebrate.
Options are a family picnic, or maybe a golf
outing with socializing afterwards. I'm leaning
towards a golf outing but am open to other
options. Please contact Brian Kutz, the new
Chapter President or myself with suggestions. No
IronPigs outing, please. We took a financial bath
last year.

Continued on page 2
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Even though my position as President is over I
still plan on being active for a couple of more
years. Our mission is too important. I wish the
new Officers and the Chapter well.

Scholarship Awards and Installation
of Officers Banquet

On May 11, our Chapter awarded Scholarships to
five bright, young people who are graduating
high school and are enrolled in an engineering
curriculum in a college or university, and inaugu-
rated a new slate of officers. PSPE President John
Nawn attended to do the honors. We were
honored to have John participate.

Outgoing President Alfred Gruenke greeted the
students, welcoming them to the engineering
commmunity. He stated that engineering has had
a glorious past, and with people such as these
joining the profession it will have a glorious fu-
ture. The Chapter honors them, and they, by
pursuing engineering, honor us.

Alex Dezubay, the chairman of the Scholarship
Committee introduced the Scholarship recipients.

Chapter President Alfred Gruenke PE and Alex Dezubay
PE, with 2017 LVPSPE Scholarship winners, Adam Li,
Alana Marie Dee, Judson William Freidl, and Bryce
Cavey. Missing: Eric Cichocki

Adam Li is a graduating senior at Freedom
High School and the son of Yingqi Lu and Sher-
man Li. He has involved himself with technology
from a young age, building his first computer ten
years ago. As a junior, he founded his school’s

Robotics club, and along with Bryce Cavey, led it
to receive many awards and reach the Pennsyl-
vania FIRST Tech Challenge State Tournament
both years since starting. He also founded Free-
dom’s Computer Science Club and has participa-
ted in various cyber-security competitions. He is
a member of National Honors Society, Science
Olympiad, Math Team, Freedom’s Environmental
Awareness Team, and Future Business Leaders of
America. Adam is a Rensselaer Medalist who was
nominated for the U.S. Presidential Scholars
Program, and he has been awarded AP Scholar
with Distinction and National Merit Commended.
He plans to attend Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti-
tute to major in Computer and Systems
Engineering.

Alana Marie Dee is graduating from Parkland
High School and is the daughter of Douglas Dee
and Ellen O’Connell. Alana runs cross country and
is the captain of her track team, competing in the
100 and 200m dashes, is the third leg of her
4x100 relay, and triple jumps. Alana is a member
of the Political Science club, National Honor Soci-
ety, and Parkland Cares club; and she works at
Old Navy. Alana is also involved with her school
musical as a build crew member, helps paint the
yearly school mural, and plays piano. In her engi-
neering class, Alana is currently working on a de-
sign project to limit carcinogen formation while
grilling. In the fall, she plans to attend the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh to study Electrical Enginee-
ring.

Eric Cichocki is graduating from Emmaus High
School and is the son of Tom and Gayle Cicho-
cki. He is a National Merit Scholar, a member of
National Honor Society and Spanish Honor So-
ciety, and an AP Scholar with Honor Award win-
ner. In addition, Eric plays varsity baseball, bas-
ketball, and golf at Emmaus High School. He was
a captain of the golf and basketball teams and
was named the Lehigh Valley Legion Player of the
Year for baseball. In addition, Eric earned the
Emmaus High School Scholar Athlete for all three
sports and was named the Eastern Pennsylvania
Conference (EPC) Scholar Athlete for golf. He
finished in fourteenth place in the state tourna-
ment for golf during his senior year. At Emmaus,
Eric is a Hornet Ambassador and serves as a
tutor coordinator, and is a member of the EPC

Continued on page 3
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Student Athlete Character Council. He is also the
founder of the Cichocki Invitational Golf Tour-
nament, which raised over $300 to benefit the
Miracle League of the Lehigh Valley in its first
year. Eric is planning to attend Lehigh University
in the fall, where he will study in the Integrated
Business and Engineering (IBE) Honors program
and play baseball.

Judson William Freidl is graduating from Free-
dom High School and is the son of Kerry and
Kerri Freidl. Judson is captain of the varsity
men's soccer team and his Bethlehem United club
soccer team, men's soccer representative for
Freedom's Student Athletic Council, and a co-
founder of the FIRST Tech Challenge Freedom
Robotics team. He also participates in Freedom's
Engineering Club, Engineering Academy, Project
Lead the Way and National Honor Society while
also taking courses at both Lehigh and Lafayette
College as part of their High School Scholars
Program. He volunteers frequently for New Beth-
any Ministries, and is a soccer referee/mentor for
Eastern PA Youth Soccer. Judson has received
numerous academic honors including the Free-
dom Soccer Scholar Athlete Award, AP Scholar
with Distinction, BASF Scholarship Award Winner,
Bridges Foundation Award Winner, and was a
national finalist in the ACS Chemistry Olympiad.
Last summer, Judson participated in the 2016
Lehigh University Summer Engineering Institute
for Science and Technology, a four-week collabo-
rative and independent research program focused
on the grand challenges of engineering. In the
fall, Judson will be attending Cornell University to
dual major in Chemical Engineering and Business
and Entrepreneurship. While there he also hopes
to participate in Engineers Without Borders and
perform undergrad research before going on to
graduate school.

Bryce Cavey, son of Robert and Kristen Cavey,
will be graduating from Freedom High School.
He plans to attend Lehigh University and dual
major in mechanical or electrical engineering and
mathematics. He helped to start, and is one of
the leaders of, the Freedom High School robotics
team. They compete in the FIRST Tech Challenge
competition, team #10771 Le Pamplemousse. He
was a member of the varsity football team for
four years, winning the Football scholar athlete
award for Freedom High School. He participated
in a summer honors program at Indiana

University of Pennsylvania in which he studied
nanochemistry. Bryce is a member of the
National Honors Society, the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes, and the Math Team. Bryce
also participated in the American Chemistry
Society Chemistry Olympiad exam. He has
received academic awards for Excellence in
German, Straight A’s for four years, Rensselaer
Medal Finalist, and an Award of Commendation
for his work with robotics. In his free time Bryce
enjoys freestyle skiing, 3D modeling, and 3D
printing.

John Nawn, PSPE President, gave a short talk on
the importance of being involved in the political
process, so that the proponents of mediocracy do
not affect professional licensing. He urged the
members to get to know their State Senators and
Representatives and remain in contact with them.

11.05.2017- —

PSPE President John Naws (right) reciting the Engineer’
Cree with Past President Alfred Gruenke, Chapter
Directors Frank Walsh and Mary Rooney, Alt. State
Director Angelika Forndran, State Director Kevin
Campbell, Treasurer Ray Szczucki, Secretary Chris
Williams, Vice President Alex Dezubay, and President
Brian Kutz. Missing. Nicole Gasda

Be who you are and be that well.

- St. Francis De Sales

Old age and treachery will beat out youth and
skill any time.

- August Polinske

Only a man who knows what it is like to be
defeated can reach down to the bottom of his
soul and come up with the extra ounce of power
it takes to win when the match is even.

- Muhammad Ali
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SCHOLARSHIP SPONSORS

A great way to be involved in the LVPSPE Chapter
is to contribute to the LVPSPE SCHOLARSHIP
FUND. Please Contact the Valley Engineer Editor
to sponsor scholarships for the remainder of the
calendar year.

If you would like to contribute in any amount -
please send your TAX DEDUCTIBLE donation to
PA ENGINEERING FUND. Donations should be
mailed to:

LVPSPE
P.O. Box 3441
Allentown, PA 18106

Please note “LVPSPE Scholarship Fund” on the
comment line.

Or, you may also contribute via the LVPSPE
website http://www.lvpspe.org/Donations.

Scholarship application is at
http://www.lvpspe.org/Scholarships. Any
questions regarding scholarships can be directed
to

Alex Dezubay, PE
610-597-2007
Scholarship@LVPSPE.org

PSPE SCHOLARSHIPS

The Pennsylvania Engineering Foundation
currently administers the following scholarships
for engineering students:

Undergraduate
e $1,000 PEF Grant: (two awards)

Upperclassman
e $2,000 Pennsylvania Engineering Foundation
Grant

Applications and guidelines are on-line now at
http://www.pspe.org/scholarships

2016 - 2017 LVPSPE
SCHOLARSHIP DONORS

Graduate
Bridge Gap Engineering
Northampton, PA
FLSmidth, Inc.
Bethlehem, PA
Lutron Electronics Co., Inc.
Coopersburg, PA

Senior
Victaulic Company
Easton, PA

Junior

Barry Isett & Associates
Allentown, Phoenixville, Hazleton,
Wilkes-Barre and Stroudsburg, PA

EnviroAce/Mary Rooney
Allentown, PA

Hanover Engineering Associates
Bethlehem, PA

Lehigh White Cement
Allentown, PA

Mass Mutual Financial Group
Center Valley, PA

Millenium Electro-Hydraulics Services
Whitehall, PA

PEAK Technical Staffing USA
Horsham, PA

Pennoni Associates, Inc.
Bethlehem, PA

Rettew
Lancaster, PA

The Pidcock Company
Allentown, PA

TRC Worldwide Engineering, Inc
Allentown, PA

Sophomore
Advantage Engineers

Allentown, PA
Borton Lawson Engineering
Bethlehem, PA
McTish, Kunkle & Associates
Allentown, PA
Newton Engineering
Allentown, PA

Continued on page 14
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PRECAST CONCRETE CORPORATION

Paul L. Stein, Jr.

425 North Dauphin Street Phone: 610-435-6746
Allentown, Pa 18109-2199 Fax: 610-437-7133
/» pstein@monarchprecast.com

I:ll www.monarchprecast.com

Engineering firm of choice since 1972

Three Regional Locations
East Office
Bethlehem, PA
610-865-4555
West Office
Wescosville, PA
610-395-0971
North Office
Kresgeville, PA
610-681-5233

i

eystoneConsultingEngineers.com

Johann F. Szautner, D.I..P.E..P.LS.

CIVIL & FORENSIC ENGINEERING

¢ 1775 Euclid Avenue
Bethlehem, PA 18018-2112

Phone: 610 216 3918
forensicengineerszautner@verizon.net

MG

MC;“_SI'I-KUNKE

and as ciates

Site Planning & Design

Land Surveying

Transportation Engineering
Structural Engineering
Environmental Permitting
Municipal Engineering
Construction Inspection
3500 Winchester Road, Suite 300

Allentown, PA 18104
610.841.2700 = www.mctish.com

“R. Peruzzi:

ical Engineering C

Robert Peruzzi, PhD, PE P: 610 462 3939
President E: peruzzi@rperuzzi.com
W: www.rperuzzi.com

719 Fourth Avenue
Bethlehem, PA 18018

Behavioral Modeling and Verification for RF
Analog and Mixed-Signal IC and SOC Design

LAND DEVELOPMENT & SUBDIVISION ENTITLEMENTS
Subdivision Layout & Design
Land Development Engineering
Soil and Erosion Control Plans
Sketch and Concept Plans

TRAFFIC, TRANSPORTATION & HIGHWAY PERMITS

Highway Occupancy Permits

Highway Driveway Design

Traffic Count, Analysis & Projections

Trsfficlmpectstudies PROFESSIONAL & CPESC CERTIFIED
PRECISION SURVEY Professional Civil Engineers

Boundary Surveys ioraii Professional Sur\:eyors

Topographic Surveys Prgﬁesdslona raffic Oper‘?no:s fEn(gvneerls

Construction Stake-Out ) K;em e _Stormwa.ter Qua.lty rof ess!ana s

As-Built Plans Certified Erosion & Sedimentation Professionals

SUPPORTED ORGANIZATIONS

ASCE \acsocer
OF CIVIL ENGINEERS

e ~ \/ Cvn‘: rg
\>% D Chamber =
/ \\
. 6235 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 212, Allentown, PA
\ *. 610-366-0060 info@newtonengineering.us
\

v \ - .
\. www.newtonengineering.us
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IVP Minuteman

Press PEAK TECHNICALSTAFFINGUSA
I S B e e e e ey AT ey

Design © Pyint » T’@m *Fo M“m Engineering Talent. Guaranteed.
; Rob Cleland
B l- U E P R I N Ts ' ; VICE PRESIDENT - NORTHEAST REGION
A N— " 215.586.3600 866.234.PEAK (7325] cel 267.221.2038
' robcleland@peaktechnical.com www.peaktechnical.com
N ew S e |'V|[: g! 601 DRESHER ROAD, SUITE 250, HORSHAM, PA 19044

ALLENTOWN BETHLEHEM
1801 West Tilghman Street 123 East Broad Street
Allentown, PA 18104 Bethiehem, PA 18018

4842233311 610.865.9946
M-F 8am-6pm Sat 8am-2pm M-F 7:30am-5:30pm

EASTON DESALES UNIVERSITY -
661 South 25th Street 2755 Station Ave M Te h ae I F B a St a P E
Easton, PA 18045 Center Valley, PA 18034 — — L] — A A
610.923.9266 610.282.1100 x1201
M-F 8am-6pm Sat 8am-2pm M-Th Sam-5pm Sat 9am-4pm

WWW.MMPLV.COM

P, UNITED STATES FULL SERVICE

POSTAL SERVICE. CONTRACT UNITS Kevin Cam P bell z PE

NOW AT OUR ALLENTOWN & EASTON STORES

Alex Dezubay, PE

‘tl Y KOHN
ENGINEERING

FIRE PROTECTION CONSULTING

Donald J. Kohn, P.E. I William Erdman, PE

Principal :
Macungie, PA 18062

KohnEngineering@ptd.net www.KohnEngineering.conf

Phone 610-967-4766 Fax: 610-967-6468

Alfred Gruenke, PE

Grayson MCNair' PE Ifrtsser.'e it’s us!

1-888-MASCARO Www.jpmascaro.com
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THE PIDCOCK COMPANY

CIVIL ENGINEERING
LAND PLANNING
ARCHITECTURE

LAND SURVEYING

Oxford Drive at Fish Hatchery Road
2451 Parkwood Drive

Allentown, Pennsylvania
18103-9608

TELEPHONE: 610-791-2252
TELEFACSIMILE: 610-791-1256
EMAIL: info@pidcockcompary.com
WEBSITE: www.pidcockeompany.com

Y S z‘
RETTEW ' Engineers, environmental
= consultants, surveyors,
We answer to you.

I site designers, and safety

!
#| advisors committed to

| sustainable development

Charles Myers, PE

_ Director of Energy &
=4 Environmental Engineering
cmyers@rettew.com
484-240-4519

610-866-8330
rettew.com | OB

PENNSYLVANIA

Athens « Lancaster

Lehigh Valley « Mechanicsburg
Pittsburgh « Williamsport

i and resource conservaton.

PENNONI ASSOCIATES INC.
CONSULTING ENGINEERS

PROVIDING ENGINEERING
SERVICES SINCE 1966

Construction Services
Energy & Sustainability
Environmental
Geotechnical
Laboratory Testing
Landscape Architecture
Materials Testing & Inspection
MEP
Municipal
Planning
Site Design
Structural
Survey & Geomatics
Transportation
Water/Wastewater

— Pennoni

2041 Avenue C, Suite 100, Bethlehem, PA 18017
610-231-0600 | www.pennoni.com
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Integrity
Ownership
Trust

BARRY
ISETT&

ASSOCIATES:

MULTIDISCIPLINE
ENGINEERS
& CONSULTANTS

) SOCIETAS AWARD

FOR RESPONSIBLE CORPORATE CONDUCT TOP
: WORK
www.barryisett.com PLACES

ALLENTOWN 610.398.0904
PHOENIXVILLE 610.935.2175
PHILLIPSBURG 908.454.9500

HAZLETON 570.455.2999

FORTY FORT 570.285.8200

HanoverEng.com

¢ Municipal Engineeringand ¢ Subdivision and Land Office Locations
Planning Development Hetishen GiOiTL. 5044
. . Poconos 570.688.9550
e Structural Engineering e Stormwater Management A -
¢ Mechanical Engineering e Surveying Lancaster 717.721.7444
e Environmental Services e CAD/GIS/GPS Services Hizabethtown  717.367.0144
. . Towanda 570.485.5983
o TransportationPlanning e  Utility Line Design and Wellsboro 570.724.5326
and Permitting Permitting New Castle ~ 724.598.6414

Envisioning and Engineering sustainable, cost-effective, and environmentally responsible projects since 1971
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We all have ambitions in life —and you need
a strategy to reach the ones that matter
most. At MassMutual Eastern Pennsylvania,
we work with you to create long-term
financial strategies that can help you and
your family succeed.

Learn how we can help you fulfill your
dreams.

Nermin Ferhadbegovic

Agency Managing Associate
MassMutual Eastern Pennsylvania
3701 Corporate Parkway, Suite 320
Center Valley, PA 18034

610-798-2557
nferhadbegovic@financialguide.com

ﬁ MassMutual

FINANCIAL GROUP”
EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA

We'll help you get there:

It take:_; teamwork
to realize a dream.

LIFE INSURANCE + RETIREMENT/401(K) PLAN SERVICES + DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE
LONG TERM CARE INSURANCE + ANNUITIES

MassMutual Financial Group refers to Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Co. (MassMutual), its affiliated companies and sales representatives.
Local sales agencies are not subsidiaries of MassMutual or its affiliated companies. Insurance products are issued by MassMutual, Springfield, MA
01111, and its subsidiaries, C.M. Life Insurance Company and MML Bay State Life Insurance Company, Enfield, CT 06082. CRN201902-168639

LEHIGH

WHITE CEMENT

For extraordinary designs
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Visit www.AECDaily.com for our online AIA/CES course
“Reflective Concrete Floors: Durable & Sustainable”

www lehighwhitecement.com
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< LUTRON.

Develop Your Career with Us

I've been a part of Lutron for 312 years.

Jamie McMahon (Elactrical Engineering Major)
Design and Development Engineer

At Lutron, we've bean designing and manufacturing
energy-saving light control solutions since 1961,

Our success depends on your success, Join Lutron’s
Innovation Leadership Program and you'll develop the skills
and knowledge needed to win in the wordd of innovation.

+ Immediately join an engineering development team
» Raceive formal mentor support
+ Collaborate regularly with business unit managers
and directors
* Acquire real-world experience through field assignments
+ Foster relationships with Lutron’s global customers

Key opportunities include:

Engineering —Bectrical, Mechanical,
Computer, Software,
Manufacturing,
Industrial, Architectural

Science —Physics, Chemistry, Math

Opportunities are also avalable in sales leadership and
field engineering leadership —hiring all majors.

datx 4 Dynamic keypad in Black
To learn more about how you
can be a part of our future vistt
oo V&
www.lutron.com/careers ¢ B 0 & auroniobs
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Bridging the World
through Relationships of Trust

sRIDGE

G AP

ENGINEERING

Bridge Gap Engineering is an agile and highly responsive engineering company lead by a
uniquely diverse team of trusted cement and minerals industry experts. Based on service, solutions
and relationships, Bridge Gap Engineering is a learning organization focused on knowing our
customers and their changing needs in the 21st Century. Our experience spans decades and our
knowledge spans multiple industries encompassing plant design, process design, and plant
maintenance and operations.

PE Engineers

Looney ele Co Aoe ank Walsh « Dan Sautter

EIL

1717 Main Street, Northampton, PA 18067« 610-400-8145

www.bridgegapengineering.com

11
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G INNOVATION
FI D ENCE \A:taulic“

! Since 1919, Victaulic has been
* the world’s leading producer
= of pipe joining solutions.
Our products are used in the
13 most recognizable landmarks,
." ,,.f:’f- from the Hoover Dam to Egypt’s
' Alexandria Library, making bold
designs possible.

Backed by 1,800+ patents, Victaulic is committed to our customers’ needs, providing
solutions for your design challenges. We draw it, train on it and certify the installation,
all while utilizing best-in-class technology. From concept through construction, we
ensure your project runs efficiently as possible.

Engineering Solutions:

e Construction Piping Services (CPS) helps reduce risk and increase reliability
for a smoother project experience.

¢ BIM Software keeps communication and collaboration in sync.

e Propriety truck loading software saves time and confusion on the job with
phased product schematics.

victaulic.com

in f ¥ &

VICTAULIC IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF VICTAULIC COMPANY.
© 2014 VICTAULIC COMPANY. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Proud to Honor our Engineers
in the Lehigh Valley & Around the Globe

Engineering is what we do at FLSmidth. As a world leader in
providing equipment and services to the cement and minerals
industries, our success begins with our engineers who plan and
design the systems and equipment for which our customers rely.

2040 Avenue C - Bethlehem, PA 18017 - www.flsmidth.com

13
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Internet Addresses

National Society of Professional Engineers
www.NSPE.org

Pennsylvania Society of Professional

Engineers
www.PSPE.org

Lehigh Valley Chapter - PSPE
www.LVPSPE.org

2017 - 2018 State Officers

State Director

Kevin Campbell, PE
StateDirector@LVPSPE.org
610-398-0904

Alt. State Director
Angelika Forndran, PE
AltStateDirector@LVPSPE.org
215-536-7075

VP Northeast:
Michael F. Basta, PE
StateVP@LVPSPE.org
610-767-1617

Board of Direction Meetings

The monthly Board of Direction meetings are
6:00 PM on the second (2"Y) Monday of each
month. Open to all members; they are held
at the office of Barry Isett & Associates, 85
South Route 100, Allentown, PA.

2017 - 2018 Chapter Officers

President:
Brian Kutz, PE

President@LVPSPE.org 484-821-0470

Vice President:
Alex Dezubay, PE

VicePresident@LVPSPE.org 610-597-2007

14

Secretary:
Chris Williams, PE, LEED AP

Secretary@LVPSPE.org 610-398-0904

Treasurer:

Ray Szczucki, PE
Treasurer@LVPSPE.org 610-614-1245
Immediate Past President:

Alfred Gruenke, PE

PastPresident@LVPSPE.org 610-395-6561

Chapter Directors:
Nicole Gasda, PE
Directors@LVPSPE.org

Mary Rooney, PE
Directors@LVPSPE.org

Frank Walsh, PE
Directors@LVPSPE.org

2016 - 2017 LVPSPE
SCHOLARSHIP DONORS

(cont'd)

Freshmen

Civil & Forensic Engineering
Bethlehem, PA

J.P. Mascaro & Sons
Audubon, PA

Keystone Consulting Engineers
Bethlehem, Wescosville and Kresgeville, PA

Kohn Engineering
Macungie, PA

Monarch Precast Concrete Corporation
Allentown, PA

R. Peruzzi, Inc.
Bethlehem, PA

Contributors
Michael F. Basta, PE
Kevin Campbell, PE
Alex Dezubay, PE
William Erdman PE
Alfred Gruenke, PE
Grayson McNair, PE


http://www.nspe.org/
http://www.pspe.org/
http://www.lvpspe.org/
http://pspe.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=7657d03b272aff91000443a5b&id=e0be4d1a70&e=8982bcb54b
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WORLDWIDE ENGINEERING

Providing Professional Engineering design and drafting services
to the Precast/Prestressed Concrete Industry for 38 years.

Partner with TRC for Success

7660 Imperial Way Ste 130 | 217 WardCircle | 140 E. Market St. 2"/ Fl Rear |
Allentown, PA 18195 { Brentwood, TN 37027 York, PA 17401 '
610.871.3935 | 615.661.7979 717.848.2590

SERVICE | INNOVATION | QUALITY
www.trcww.com

DVANTAGE %
NGINEERS #

your engineering advantage b

Borton
Lawson

ENGINEERING
ARGHITECGCTURE

Providing timely, professional, cost effective
Design & Construction Phase Geotechnical Services

for over 1,300 projects and counting.

PROUDLY SUPPORTS
6520 Stonegate Drive, #110 MATHCOUNTS and the
Allentown, PA 18106 « (610) 366-7120 LVPSPE Scholarship Program

Serving the Mid-Atlantic Region from 5 offices in
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and New Jersey

www.advantageengineers.com
484.821.0470 | borton-lawson.com
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Clover Hill- The Winery on the Hill
Alfred Gruenke PE
Dave Toler PE

A sparse group of LVPSPE members and guests
gathered on a chilly and rainy Saturday morning
to be educated about grapes, vineyards, and the
finer points of imbibing in the fruit of the vine.
Clover Hill is a privately-owned company. John
Skrip, Jr., a Civil Engineer, and his wife, Pat
Skrip, a teacher, purchased land in 1975, and
soon became interested in viticulture, the sci-
ence, production, and study of grapes for wine-
making. They still live on the grounds, only a few
hundred yards from the winery. Our host, Tina
Rauenzahn, told the story of how Clover Hill was
so named. John came out of the house one
morning and found a four-leaf clover. Pat came
out of the house and also found a four-leaf
clover. The four-leaf clover has remained the
logo ever since. The first few seasons of
production, the grapes were sold to other
wineries, but in 1985, John appointed Pat as
vintner and they went into the wine business
altogether, making, bottling and selling wine
under the Clover Hill Vineyards & Winery label.
Two of their three children, John Skrip III and
Kari joined Pat and John, Jr. and today all four
own and operate Clover Hill Vineyards & Winery.

Tina Rauenzahn, Event Planner, for Clover Hill
Vineyards and Winery in Breinigsville gave the
group a tour of the facilities and a short history.

The grape vine is the source of most wine. The
name of the wine is often the name of the grape
variety. Tina explained that the shale soil and
weather in the Lehigh Valley are uniquely suitable
for growing grape vines for wine, and were offi-
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cially recognized, in 2008, as an American Vit-
icultural Area (AVA). The vines are either native,
hybrid, or vinifera (derived from European
grapes). Clover Hill grows grapes on eighty
acres, in six vineyards, four in the Lehigh Valley,
including sixteen acres at the winery, and two in
neighboring Berks County. New vines are pur-
chased from greenhouses in the Finger Lakes of
New York and from California. No wine is pro-
duced for the first few years. Shoots are cut off
so the strength goes into growing the strong
trunk and deep root system. The roots can
extend down 25 feet or more. The adult vines
are pruned annually, again so the strength is
concentrated in the trunk and the grape bunches
that will be produced for the new growing sea-
son.

Tina Rauenzahn

In April and early May the vines bloom. In August
the red grapes turn purple, and are harvested
from late August to mid-October. All pruning and
harvesting is by hand. Clover Hill has about 13
full time and 35 total employees, now producing
80,000 gallons of wine per year.

The main scourges are the birds. Sometimes the
vines are sprayed for insects, but birds are a
bigger problem. Propane cannons are fired to
scare the birds, but the effect is limited. The
noise stops, and the birds come back. Playing
recordings of birds in distress has been the more
successful method for controlling birds, along
with netting the grapes. Purple grapes are netted
to keep birds from eating the grapes or even
breaking their skins.

Continued on page 17
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To begin the wine making process, the grapes
are lightly squeezed by a bladder press. No grape
stomping, ala Lucille Ball! Yeast is added to con-
vert the natural sugars in the grape juice to
alcohol in stainless steel storage tanks, where it
is kept for six weeks to a year. The tanks are
able to be temperature controlled, at varying
temperatures depending on the stage of the
winemaking process and the style of wine, by
pumping glycol coolant through passages in the
tank walls. White wine comes from either white
grapes or red grapes, with the skins and seeds
separated from the juice. Red wine comes from
red grapes with the skin and seeds remaining in
contact with each other for about 5-10 days in
the stainless steel tanks. The skins and seeds are
separated out after the desired color is obtained,
and the wine is filtered prior to bottling.

Rows of oak barrels

Wine is aged in white oak barrels to provide
“oakiness” or “vanilla.” The aging process can be
as short as a few months to a year or more.
Wines with acidic structure and tannic acid will
age well for many years, softening the tannins,
but will eventually decline. People buying a bottle
of wine once owned by Thomas Jefferson, for
example, are not buying it for the wine, and will
never actually drink it. Clover Hill's wines are
made to drink now or age for a few years,
depending on the type of wine.

But the essence of wine is not in the mechanics
of making it, it's drinking it. Tina went on to ex-
plain the finer points of enjoying wine
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A quick primer, compliments of Clover
Hill Vineyards and Winery

The six S’s of enjoying wine:

1. Sight. Look at a glass of wine, appreciate its
color and texture.

Swirl the wine in a glass to release the aroma
and flavor.

Sniff in the aroma of the wine.

Sip the wine and hold it in your mouth.
Swallow the wine.

Savor the flavor, especially the aftertaste.
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Tina offered four wines to sample, in comple-
mentary glasses, along with a description of the
unique flavor of each. She also gave recommend-
dations for storing wines, including the shelf life
after the bottle is opened.

We thank Tina and Clover Hill Vineyards and
Winery for introducing us to the finer points of
enjoying one of the finest gifts of nature and
human hands.
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Lehigh Valley Chapter

Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers
L ehigh, Northampton, Monroe and Carbon Counties

Minutes for the April 11, 2017 Board of Directors Meeting
6:00 pm at the office of Barry Isett & Associates, 85 S. Route 100, Allentown, PA

Attendees: Al Gruenke, Brian Kutz, Ray Szczucki, Al Dezubay, Mike Basta, Frank Walsh, Angelika
Forndran, and Chris Williams

A.

B.

Call to Order - Al Gruenke called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.

President - Al Gruenke

e Clover Hill Winery tour - Saturday April 22" at 10am.

e LVPSPE Banquet - Scholarships will be awarded and next year’s officers will be installed on
Thursday May 11,

Will send notification on $5 Martin Guitar tour through DVGBC.

Not great turnout for IronPigs game last summer, probably won’t do one this year.

Could run a golf outing in August. Might be good to send a feeler email to gauge interest.
Newsletter has been sent out.

Scholarships — Al Dezubay

e Thanks to a great fundraising effort by Al Gruenke, we have a healthy scholarship fund.

e Bryce Cavey, Eric Cichocki, Alana Dee, Judson Friedl, and Adam Li to receive scholarships of
$2,000 each.

e Special thanks to Deb at Borton-Lawson for her help with managing the scholarship
paperwork.

Treasurer — Ray Szczucki

e Audit is being conducted by Harry Garman. Hopes to be done in a month or so.

¢ Ray to come up with budget based on prior year’s expenses, fundraising, PDH income, and
dues.

State Director - Angelika Forndran

e Discussed upcoming PDH opportunities.

e Next state board meeting is on 6/3/17. Kevin will be installed as State Director. Angelika
will be installed as alternate State Director.

e Deadline coming up - PE licenses expire 9/30/2017.

Mike Basta

e NSPE developed a rubric which is intended to help simplify distribution of funds from state
to chapters.

e Mike will be giving his recommendation to the state on the application of the rubric.
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G. Old Business
e LVCPO is holding an event at 4:30 on 5/22. Topic involves the first 100 days of the Trump
administration. PSPE sponsorship would cost $250 and all agreed not to sponsor.

H. Adjournment at 6:54 pm on a motion by Al D., seconded by Mike.
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